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Evaluation of Public Transport-Based Accessibility to Health Facilities considering Spatial Heterogeneity 

 

The research paper delves into evaluating public transport-based accessibility to health facilities, considering spatial 

heterogeneity. It addresses the critical issue of ensuring equitable access to healthcare across different regions, 

particularly for vulnerable groups reliant on public transportation. The study proposes a novel methodology to assess 

the adequacy of public transport-based accessibility by integrating spatial proximity analysis and benchmark curves. 

 

The paper starts by highlighting the significance of adequate healthcare accessibility, especially for populations 

without private transportation means. It emphasizes the interplay between land use patterns and transportation 

infrastructure in shaping accessibility to health facilities. The unequal distribution of health facilities across regions, 

termed spatial heterogeneity, can significantly influence accessibility outcomes. To tackle this challenge, the study 

introduces a multi-step approach. First, it utilizes point of interest (POI) data to map the spatial distribution of health 

facilities. Next, it calculates population centroids based on census tract data, considering mobile phone positioning 

data to estimate population distribution accurately. Travel times from population centroids to health facilities are then 

estimated using web map services, capturing public transport accessibility. 

 

Public transport-based accessibility is measured using the isochrone approach, which determines the number of health 

facilities reachable within a specified travel time threshold. This method accounts for both spatial proximity and public 

transport service levels. A spatial proximity index, derived from the gravity model, quantifies the concentration of 

health facilities around population centroids. Central to the study is the establishment of a benchmark curve relating 

accessibility to spatial proximity. This curve serves as an evaluation standard, indicating the expected accessibility 

level corresponding to different levels of spatial proximity. A logistic function models this relationship, allowing for 

the identification of areas with inadequate accessibility. 

 

The research conducted a case study in Shanghai, evaluating accessibility across 218 census tracts. Results highlight 

disparities in accessibility, with central city areas generally exhibiting higher levels compared to suburban regions. 

Spatial proximity analysis reveals clustering of health facilities in certain areas, influencing accessibility patterns. 

 

By fitting the benchmark curve to the empirical data, the study identifies census tracts where public transport-based 

accessibility falls short of expectations. This allows for targeted interventions to improve accessibility in underserved 

areas. A relative evaluation index quantifies the deviation between actual and benchmark accessibility, providing a 

standardized measure for comparison. 

 

Findings suggest that even central city areas may have insufficient accessibility, underscoring the importance of spatial 

heterogeneity considerations. The study emphasizes the need for holistic approaches to accessibility assessment, 

considering both land use and transportation factors. The proposed methodology offers a systematic framework for 

policymakers and urban planners to evaluate and address accessibility challenges. By integrating spatial analysis and 

benchmarking techniques, it provides insights into the complex dynamics of healthcare accessibility in urban 

environments. 

 

In conclusion, the research contributes to the literature on transportation and public health by offering a 

methodological framework for assessing public transport-based accessibility to health facilities. By considering spatial 

heterogeneity, the study provides valuable insights for policymakers striving to ensure equitable access to healthcare 

services. 

 

Mathematical Formulas: 

 
These formulas are integral to the methodology proposed in the paper, allowing for quantitative evaluation and 

comparison of public transport-based accessibility to health facilities across different regions. 
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Self-Summarized Content: 

 

This study focuses on evaluating how easily people can access medical facilities from their neighborhoods using 

public transportation. It introduces a new method to assess this accessibility, considering factors like where health 

facilities are located and how good the public transportation is in an area. It finds that even in city centers, some 

neighborhoods might not have good access to medical care, while some suburban areas might have better access than 

expected. 

 

Best Metric used in the paper is the spatial proximity index derived from the gravity model: This index quantifies the 

overall spatial proximity of neighborhoods to all available health facilities, providing a comprehensive assessment of 

accessibility that goes beyond mere distance measurements. 

Limitations: 

• The study only uses a relatively simple method, the isochrone approach, for measuring accessibility due to 

data availability constraints. This might oversimplify the complexity of accessibility dynamics in different 

regions. 

• The calibration of the logistic function used in the study is based on data from only 218 census tracts. A larger 

dataset or finer spatial scale analysis could lead to more accurate results and better understanding of 

accessibility patterns. 

Additional Metrics: 

• Socioeconomic Status (SES): Integrating SES data can unveil disparities in healthcare access tied to income 

and education levels, aiding in targeted interventions for underserved communities. 

• Health Facility Specialization: Assessing the range of services offered by health facilities provides insight 

into whether communities have access to specialized care, complementing proximity-based accessibility 

measures. 

Area of improvements: 

• employ a more diverse and comprehensive set of data sources and methodologies to measure public transport-

based accessibility to health facilities. This could include incorporating real-time transportation data and 

using advanced modeling techniques to better capture the complex dynamics of accessibility. 

• May be the study could benefit from expanding its scope beyond a single case study to include a wider range 

of geographical areas and types of public facilities. This would enhance the generalizability of the findings 

and provide a more holistic understanding of accessibility challenges across different contexts. 

https://chat.openai.com/share/0f5187d2-c9e1-4dac-b47e-b20bfb14a79b

