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About Galaxy Portal
The Galaxy Portal  app aims to be a convenient way to check the
status  and  review  histories  from  Galaxy  biomedical  research
instances. 

The Galaxy Portal app was designed to be intuitive to use, but this
guide explains the main features and how to get the most out of it.
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Galaxy Instance
To  use  the  app  you  will  need  to  have  an  account  on  a  Galaxy
instance, such as https://usegalaxy.org. If you do not already have an
account you can get one by visiting the Galaxy instance using a web
browser.

You  can  log  into  Galaxy Portal  with  your  normal  username and
password.  The app does not  remember you password,  but  instead
retrieves a secret API Key. If you do not already have one the key is
automatically generated when you first log in from the app.

Changing API Key

You can  change the  Galaxy API key by logging  into  the  Galaxy
instance, selecting User from the menu and choosing API Keys. You
will then need to log into the Galaxy Portal app again for access.
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First Time Use
When you first open the Galaxy Portal app you will be greeted with
a welcome message similar to that shown below.

It  shows the current Galaxy URL, which will default to the  “Use
Galaxy” instance. Below that is a message in red telling you to set
the Galaxy URL and API Key. This is done by opening the settings
by tapping  the  cog  wheel  seen  top  right  and  circled  in  red,  and
logging in with your username and password.

This process is described in detail in the next section titled “Initial
Setup”.
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Initial Setup
The first Galaxy URL field determines the Galaxy instance you wish
to connect to. The default is https://usegalaxy.org, but you can enter
the url to any Galaxy instance you have an account with – including
your own local instance.

Simply type in your username and password and tap the “Login”
button. This will connect to the Galaxy instance and you should see a
success message.
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This is all you need and you can now click the back arrow on the left
in the top action bar to go to the main history list. 

This will bring you to the history list which will be automatically
populated with your history items using the names you created in the
Galaxy web interface. 

If the list is empty then either you do not have any histories or the
app was unable to connect. Check the network status of your device,
any firewalls and confirm that the url and API is correct. You can
confirm that you can reach the url by typing it into a web browser.
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History Job Items
Click on one of your histories to open it and show all the job data for
that history. The title in the top action bar will change to show the
name  of  the  history  and  number  of  items.  Each  item  will  be
displayed with its name and a magnifying glass on the right. 

Note: the  HID  number  is  now  displayed  on  the  left  (not  shown
below).
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Items are colour coded to show the status of that item.

Example of three items with one queued job:
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Example of two items flipped, one with a running job:

Clicking  on  a  history  item  will  flip  it  to  show  additional  data,
including the status. You can click the item again to flip it back to its
name. See the  Settings section on  Field Configuration for how to
configure which fields are shown.
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When an item is flipped, click the magnifying glass to zoom in on all
the details of the item. This will retrieve all available fields - usually
including a peek at your data. 

9



Galaxy Portal User Guide

Field View

You can open any of these fields by clicking on the field and if the
opened data is larger than your screen you can drag it around to see
everything. You can always go back by hitting the back arrow in the
top action bar.

Copy

You can copy the data in the field view to the clipboard
by clicking the copy icon.

Landscape and Portrait View

If your device supports it, rotate it to get a landscape view. Any part
of  the  Galaxy  Portal  app  can  be  viewed  in  both  portrait  and
landscape mode, and you can rotate between the two at any time.
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Settings
The settings can be reached from the main history lists by clicking
the cog on the far right of the top action bar (same as shown for
initial setup).

Field Configuration

You can configure the fields shown when a history item is flipped.

Advanced field data is enabled by default and allows you to select up
to  five  fields  retrieved  from  the  list  of  fields  provided  by  your
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Galaxy instance. If you prefer to only see the basic fields uncheck
the advanced fields button. This also eliminates an extra call to the
Galaxy instance  for  the  advanced  field  data  and  so  can  improve
performance and will use less bandwidth (see polling below for how
to control how often the app retrieves data).

Choose the field in the list by clicking the drop down box. You can
see less data by selecting “none” for some of the fields.
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Polling

You can  change  how frequently the  Galaxy instance  is  polled  to
update the data in your Galaxy Portal app. By pulling the slider you
can change the frequency from zero (never) to every 60 minutes. 

The Galaxy instance is always polled when you open the app, you
select a new item in your histories or you open the detail view of an
item. However, if you set the polling interval to zero then this is the
only time the Galaxy instance is polled. 

If  you  set  it  to  'X'  minutes  then  the  data  will  be  automatically
updated every 'X' minutes.

Passcode

As extra security you can enable a passcode to start  the app with
your API key. If enabled then the passcode must be entered to login
to your Galaxy histories with the app. If the wrong passcode is typed
an option to bypass the passcode is offered, but doing so will delete
the API key and passcode and must be entered again.

13



Galaxy Portal User Guide

Paste

If you copy the url or Galaxy API from your browser you can paste it
into the Galaxy Portal app by selecting the field and then clicking the
paste icon which will  appear.  This is  particularily useful  to avoid
having to type the long Galaxy API sequence.

Saving Multiple Instance

The Galaxy Portal app can remember multiple instances to make it
easy to switch between them. Once you have logged into an instance
a “Save” button will appear. Tap it to save the connection.
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Loading an Instance

When you have saved one or more instances you can load any of
them using the “Load” button that appears under the Galaxy URL.
When you tap the “Load” button a list will appear with all stored
connections.

You can simply click a url to connect to that Galaxy instance. If you
wish to remove it from the list tap the trash button icon on the right
side.

Troubleshooting

If  you get a message that the login timed out as shown below, then
the Galaxy Portal app was unable to connect to the specified Galaxy
url.

If you get an error message as shown below your connection was
refused.  This  is  often  because  you  typed  the  wrong username or
password.
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Manually Entering API Key

When you log in using a username and password the Galaxy Portal
app automatically retrieves the API Key for you (one is generated if
you did not have one). However, if you instead wish to type or paste
an API key manually you can do shown by checking “Show API
Key” in the settings and the API Key field will be revealed. This
works exactly the same as logging in with a username and password,
and the connection can be saved just like any other connection.

Wide Screen Mode
A new  wide  screen  mode  has  been  added  (will  be  available  in
version 1.2 and onwards). If the width of the screen is 1000 pixels or
greater the selected history will be displayed in together with the list
of  histories.  This  generally  affects  computer  monitors  and  some
tablets or phones when held vertically,  while smaller  devices will
still show only one list and let the user navigate between the lists by
clicking on histories and the back arrow.
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Job Item Buttons
Previously it was explained that a job item can be flipped and the
magnifying glass clicked or tapped to open up metadata for the job.
On the front side there are also two important icons.

Re-Run Job

By clicking or tapping the circular arrow it is possible to re-run a job
(note that there was a Galaxy server API bug which prevented this
from working and if this fix has not been applied to your instance
this feature will not work).
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View Dataset

By clicking or tapping on the attachment icon you can open the full
dataset divided into pages of 100 000 characters.

Note that the dataset is downloaded and since most datasets are large
this  can  take  some time.  Because  the  dataset  is  so  large  it  is  of
limited  use  at  the  moment,  but  is  mostly intended  as  a  proof  of
concept.  In  future  this  could  be  downloadable  or  searchable.
However, a copy button is provided at the top to allow putting the
dataset  into  the  clipboard  for  pasting  into  another  program  for
review, emailing or storing.
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Shared Histories
On Galaxy instances  that  have  deployed the new API feature  for
shared histories implemented 19th August 2015 it is now possible to
see histories that others have shared with you in the app.
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Repository for Source and Binaries
Please visit  https://github.com/Tarostar/QMLGalaxyPortal/ for more
information, source, binaries and licensing.
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