
This Chart Shows Which States Produce the Most Wind Energy

There are lots of problems with wind power.

Wind turbines are ugly and loud. They kill lots of birds. They only produce electricity if the wind
is blowing, obviously. Plus, they’re expensive, relying on lots of government subsidies to get up
and running. Combined with the fact that green energy is associated with left wing politics, it’s
surprising to �nd out that states like deep red Texas and Oklahoma lead the country in wind
power capacity.

We gathered our data from the American Wind Energy Association, a national trade association
advocating for public policies friendly to the wind power industry. We used turbines in place of a
bar chart to indicate how much electrical capacity each state generates. We then color-coded
each turbine to highlight the number of homes the industry can power, combined with the total
investment each state has made in the industry as of 2018. This approach gives you a quick
snapshot of wind energy investments around the country.

Wind is a tricky thing to harness for electrical power, but there appears to be a correlation
between the amount invested and total power returned. For instance, Indiana forked over some
$4.5B to the wind industry and created in 2,117 MW of power. Texas put forward $42B and
received 23,262 MW for the money, or about 10 times as much as Indiana. That being said, there
are clearly some start-up costs associated with wind turbines. Unless a state is willing to spend
or subsidize at least several billions of dollars, it won’t ever see substantial levels of power
generation. Delaware, Connecticut and New Jersey have a long way to go.

At �rst glance, it also appears that the sheer amount of electrical capacity is directly related to
the number of homes able to subsist on that power. After all, it makes intuitive sense that states
generating the most power can supply more homes. But look at North Dakota, which only has
2,996 MW of installed capacity supplying some 1M+ homes. How can that be?
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Part of the answer is that there is another dynamic hiding beneath the surface of our
visualization. It’s critical to bear in mind di�erences between rural and urban states when
looking at a chart like this. For example, Iowa and Kansas both have comparable wind capacity
to California, but California is the most populous state in the country by far, with just under 40
million people. Iowa (30th most populated) and Kansas (35th) are several orders of magnitude
smaller, not to mention Oklahoma (28th), which by this measure is truly the nation’s leader in
green energy. If California invested in wind energy at the same rate as Kansas, it’d have some 10
times more electrical capacity.
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Top 50 Places to Live in the United States in 2018

There are lots of ways to compare cities against each other.

To name only a few, you could look at average income, expenses, housing prices, crime rates,
the quality of schools, tra�c, proximity to professional sports teams, weather, politics, job
security and racial diversity. The list goes on and on. With so many di�erent factors to consider,
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a simple list just isn’t enough information. We decided to cut through the noise using one of the
most popular rankings around: Money’s top 50 best places to live in the U.S.

Read Full Story

How Much Longer Until the U.S. Debt Bubble Bursts?

The American government is fast approaching the $22 Trillion mark in national debt. That’s
about 137% of our entire GDP, one of the highest rates of indebtedness in the entire world.

If the government seems addicted to adding to the national balance sheet, then Americans have
a similar obsession for personal debt. The Federal Reserve Bank of New York’s Center for
Microeconomic Data recently found that household debt has risen for 16 straight quarters. What
does that look like today?
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