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Typography

Source: https://is.gd/EU7ROp 

https://is.gd/EU7ROp


What is the difference between a 
typeface and a font?

Typography

A is a complete set of (i.e. of the individual 
letters, numbers and symbols it contains) that share the 
same distinctive design. 

A set of fonts that share the same design but vary in 
terms of  (i.e. how thick the glyphs are),  (i.e. 
roman/regular/normal or italic) or (i.e. regular, 
condensed or expanded) is referred to as a  or 

.



Typography

Typeface is a “family of fonts” with different weights.

What is the difference between a 
typeface and a font?

Font style variations can include: 

● light to bold, 
● condensed and expanded
● an italic version of each style.

The inset on the right displays the 
different weights of the Google 
font Merriweather (all selected in 
this case)



Typography

Font styles

Google Fonts 
shows a view of 
the styles for 
each typeface.

● Some 
Typefaces 
have more 
fonts than 
others.



Glyphs are all the 
letters, numbers and 
symbols in a font.

Glyphs

Typography

https://fontdrop.info



Typeface Pairing

FontJoy
https://www.fontjoy.com
Uses Google fonts

Typeconnection 
gives warning on bad 
pairings
http://www.typeconnectio
n.com Uses Google fonts

Fontpair
https://fontpair.co Uses 
Google fonts

Google Fonts

http://www.typeconnection.com
http://www.typeconnection.com
http://www.typeconnection.com
https://fontpair.co/
https://fontpair.co


The broader categories are: 
serif, sans serif, script and decorative. 

Web-font providers may include other categories, such as 
handwriting, display, monospace, grunge, distressed.

Type Classifications 
Typography

Older Type categories include:

Humanist or Venetian 

One key characteristic: the stress axis of the ‘e’ is 
slanted to the left

Old Style or Garalde 

Some key characteristics:

● Small x-height

● The stress axis of the ‘e’ is slightly oblique

● The numerals have ascenders and descenders. 



Transitional

Some key characteristics: 
● The ‘e’ and ‘o’ are upright
● Capitals and ascenders have the same same 

height

Modern or Didone

Some key characteristics: 
● Extreme contrast between strokes
● Thin horizontal and thick vertical strokes 
● Square serifs

Slab serif

Some key characteristics: 
● The serifs are large, square and as thick as the 

letter strokes



Grotesque Sans serif or Gothic

Some key characteristics:
● Slightly square
● Contrasting line thickness
● Looping ‘g’ descender

Neo-Grotesque

Some key characteristics:
● Slight change line thickness
● The ends of the ‘c’, ‘e’ are level 

Humanist Sans Serif
 

Some key characteristics:
● More variation in line thickness.

Geometric Sans Serif
 

● Based on geometric shapes

Other categories: calligraphic, novelty, grunge



Most popular fonts: Google fonts in 2019 

1. Roboto
2. Open sans
3. Lato
4. Slabo
5. Oswald
6. Roboto Condensed
7. Source Sans Pro
8. Montserrat
9. Raleway

10. PT Sans

Typography



Typesetting Concerns

In typography, kerning 
adjusts the space between 
adjacent letters.

In web typography and in 
CSS font-kerning controls 
the effect of any kerning 
data stored in a font file.

font-kerning: normal;

font-kerning: auto;

/*No kerning is applied*/

font-kerning: none 



Typesetting Concerns

In typography, tracking adjusts the space between letters 
on a single line.  

In web typography, letter-spacing increases or decreases 
the space between all characters in a block of text.

<span class = "reduce">A</span>V AV very close 

To simulate tracking in web text, wrap individual letters in a 
span and adjust the letter-spacing in the CSS. Negative 
letter-spacing will reduce the space between the targeted 
letter and the letter following it:
span.reduce {

letter-spacing: -30px;

}



Leading

Typesetting Concerns

 font-size: 16px;
 line-height: 1.2;

font-size: 16px;
line-height: 24px;
line-height: 1.5;



There are various ways you can use and combine to create a 
visual and semantic hierarchy on a webpage and typography 
is one of them. 

Typographic hierarchy on the 
web: a system for arranging 
typographic elements that

● establishes a visual and 
semantic order of 
importance on the screen 
(shows users what to focus 
on in what order)

● provides a visual guide to 
navigation.

Image: https://wp.me/pwp26-Sh 

https://wp.me/pwp26-Sh


We

styles

Six methods you can choose and combine 
to create hierarchy with type 

Typographic hierarchy



Text size signals 
importance relative to 
other textual/visual 
elements.

units (e.g. rem, 
em, %) allow smoother 
scaling than do. 

Use the  
as your basis and a tool 
like typescale to calculate 
your project’s typographic 
scale.

Size
Typographic hierarchy

http://type-scale.com/


● Font weight in CSS can be set to bold or to a specific 
weight (e.g. 700).

● Typefaces with at least 3 weights (e.g. light, regular, bold)  
are more versatile than single-weight ones.

Weight

Typographic hierarchy

font-weight: bold;

or 
font-weight: 700;

{

Image: https://thinkvisuallydesign.com/typography-readability/ 

https://thinkvisuallydesign.com/typography-readability/


Font colour reflects mood, affects readability and determines 
what users will see first. The effect of font colour depends 
also on size, weight, style and background.

Colour
Typographic hierarchy



Low contrast between text and background impairs 
readability and accessibility, so aim for high contrast and use 
online tools to check the score, e.g. 

https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/  

Contrast
Typographic hierarchy

Image: https://www.nngroup.com/articles/text-over-images/ 

https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
https://www.nngroup.com/articles/text-over-images/


Where and how 
you place textual 
elements on the 
screen determines
● the visual 

hierarchy, 
● the semantic 

hierarchy 
● and the overall 

tone of a 
website.

Positioning
Typographic hierarchy



A common way of creating contrast with type is 
to pair a serif with a sans-serif font. Aim for 
balanced contrast and avoid clashing fonts: you 
want contrast, not conflict.

Contrasting fonts
Typographic hierarchy

An example of typographically driven web design from http://nurturedigital.com/ 

http://nurturedigital.com/


Pair spacing with one of the other methods 
we talked about to create a hierarchy between 
e.g. different levels of headings and body text.

Spacing textual elements
Typographic hierarchy



Set hierarchy rules and follow them throughout your 
project. You can make a stylesheet for easy reference.

Typographic hierarchy
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Choosing my fonts



Choosing my fonts

● Strong
● Dynamic
● Bold
● Black and white
● Colourful
● Edgy
● Other...

s



Incredible Moments from 88 years of FIFA 
World Cups. 

Choosing my fonts

Website: https://hisense.co.uk/incredible-moments/ 

https://hisense.co.uk/incredible-moments/


Choosing my fonts

From  the homepage of an international 
cricketer’s personal website: typographically 
interesting content below the fold.

Screenshot: http://jamesanderson613.com/ 

http://jamesanderson613.com/


Choosing my fonts

Sportswear website (desktop)

Screenshot: https://eu.puma.com/uk/en/sale 

https://eu.puma.com/uk/en/sale


Choosing my fonts

Sportswear website 
(responsive / mobile)



Choosing my fonts

Sportswear website (desktop)

Website: https://www.all-football-everything.com/ 

https://www.all-football-everything.com/


● ‘Quiet’ (i.e. not ‘loud’ or flamboyant)
● Unassuming
● Minimalistic
● Clean
● Serious
● Friendly
● Neutral
● Other...

Choosing my fonts



*

Font-mix on a non-profit website

Choosing my fonts



Choosing my fonts

Font-mix on a non-profit website

Website: https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/ 

https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/


The mobile version.

Choosing my fonts



Choosing my fonts

Font-mix on a non-profit website



● Colourful
● Daring
● Fun
● Unapologetic
● Hip
● Illustrative
● Calligraphic
● Retro
● Other ...

Choosing my fonts
A



Choosing my fonts

Font-mix on the website of a festival in 
England showcasing independent rock and 
folk music.

Website: https://endoftheroadfestival.com/ 

https://endoftheroadfestival.com/


Choosing my fonts

Font-mix on the website of an iconic 
music festival.

Website:  https://www.glastonburyfestivals.co.uk/ 

https://www.glastonburyfestivals.co.uk/


Font-mix on the website of a rock festival.

Choosing my fonts

Website: https://www.readingfestival.com/

Website: https://lasvegas.electricdaisycarnival.com/ 

https://www.readingfestival.com/
https://lasvegas.electricdaisycarnival.com/


The mobile version.

Choosing my fonts



Example of font-mix on the website of the 
biggest open-air music festival in 
Switzerland.

Choosing my fonts

Website: http://yeah.paleo.ch/en 

http://yeah.paleo.ch/en


Remember this example? Here’s 
the mobile, responsive version. 
Note how

● increased transparency makes 
the large ‘N’ unobtrusive, 

● the company’s 
motto/description becomes the 
focal element.

The result is a balanced, 
clutter-free, easily navigable screen.

Typographic hierarchy



TIPS for choosing web fonts
● Stick with 2-3 typefaces at a time or use different fonts 

from the same family.
● Try pairing a serif with a sans serif.
● Match fonts that are close in terms of x-height and/or 

character width but contrast in other ways (e.g. thickness).
● Choose typefaces with distinct characters. Always 

compare upper-case ‘I’, lower-case ‘l’ and the numeral ‘1’. 
E.g. in the Montserrat typeface ‘1’ is differentiated from the 
rather indistinct ‘l’ , ‘I’. 

● Choose scalable typefaces that work well on desktop, 
mobile and tablet.

● Test the effect and legibility of your fonts on different 
screen sizes and in different browsers.

● Avoid placeholder text if you can: build your UI on the 
basis of actual copy to see what your users will see.

● Get inspiration from other web designers.

Fonts and the web: Tips



Fonts and the web: mobile web

TIPS for web typography

● Size: use 16px for running text to ensure legibility. This 
applies to most, but not all, fonts, so always test the 
visual results on different devices.

● Case: text in all-caps works well in headings, but 
becomes confusing to read in body text.

● Accessibility: different rules apply to different textual 
elements. For running text, a ratio of 4.5 : 1 is 
recommended for text : background contrast. This ratio 
doesn’t apply to logos and can be lower for larger/bold 
text and for text that is not placed in the ‘active’ HTML 
element.



Fonts and the web: Resources

●
https://www.awwwards.com/websites/typography/

●
Useful, though most examples aren’t properly displayed.
https://html.com/fonts/ 

●
https://vanseodesign.com/?p=2570

●
https://www.typewolf.com/ 
https://fonts.adobe.com/?ref=tk.com  (subscription-based)
https://www.canva.com/font-combinations/ 

●
Useful guidelines and advice
https://material.io/design/color/text-legibility.html#legibility-standards 

Free colour-contrast tools:
https://material.io/tools/color/#!/ 
https://contrast-ratio.com/#

https://www.awwwards.com/websites/typography/
https://html.com/fonts/
https://vanseodesign.com/?p=2570
https://www.typewolf.com/
https://fonts.adobe.com/?ref=tk.com
https://www.canva.com/font-combinations/
https://material.io/design/color/text-legibility.html#legibility-standards
https://material.io/tools/color/#!/


● Define a typographic hierarchy for this week’s project. 
Use Google fonts, if you like.

● Use one typeface with different font styles or, try to 
pair two typefaces.

● Create a CSS stylesheet with your typographic 
hierarchy.

● Check the resources we provide, if you need help or 
inspiration.


