» Name: Donepezil , sold as the trade name Aricept among others
>  Effect:
In 2006 the U.S. Food and Drug Administration also approved donepezil for
treatment of mild, moderate and severe dementia in Alzheimer's disease.
Usage:
»  Subject affect:
Alzheimer's disease
There is no evidence that donepezil or other similar agents alters the course
or progression of Alzheimer's disease. 6 to 12-month controlled studies have
shown modest benefits in cognition or behavior. The UK National Institute for
Clinical Excellence (NICE) recommends donepezil as an option in the
management of mild to moderate Alzheimer's disease. The person should,
however, be reviewed frequently and if there is no significant benefit it should
be stopped.

»  Side effect:

In clinical trials the most common adverse events leading to discontinuation
were nausea, diarrhea, and vomiting. Other side effects included difficulty
sleeping, muscle cramps and loss of appetite. Most side effects were observed
in patients taking the 23 mg dose compared to 10 mg or lower doses. Side
effects improved with continued use.

»  Precautions:

® Donepezil should be used with caution in people with heart disease, cardiac
conduction disturbances, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, asthma,
severe cardiac arrhythmias and sick sinus syndrome.

® People with peptic ulcer disease or taking NSAIDS should use with caution
because increased risk of gastrointestinal bleeding was noted.

® Slow heart beat and fainting in people with heart problems were also seen.
These symptoms may appear more frequent when initiating treatment or

increasing the donepezil dose.



