This article has been accepted for publication in a future issue of this journal, but has not been fully edited. Content may change prior to final publication. Citation information: DOI 10.1109/JI0T.2021.3064069, IEEE Internet of

Things Journal

Robust Design for Intelligent Reflecting Surface
Assisted MIMO-OFDMA Terahertz IoT Networks

Wanming Hao, Member, IEEE, Gangcan Sun, Ming Zeng, Member, IEEE, Zheng Chu, Member, IEEE, Zhengyu
Zhu, Member, IEEE, Octavia A. Dobre, Fellow, IEEE, Pei Xiao, Senior Member, IEEE,

Abstract—Terahertz (THz) communication has been regarded
as one promising technology to enhance the transmission capacity
of future internet-of-things (IoT) users due to its ultra-wide
bandwidth. Nonetheless, one major obstacle that prevents the
actual deployment of THz lies in its inherent huge attenuation.
Intelligent reflecting surface (IRS) and multiple-input multiple-
output (MIMO) represent two effective solutions for compensating
the large pathloss in THz systems. In this paper, we consider
an IRS-aided multi-user THz MIMO system with orthogonal
frequency division multiple access, where the sparse radio fre-
quency chain antenna structure is adopted for reducing the power
consumption. The objective is to maximize the weighted sum rate
via jointly optimizing the hybrid analog/digital beamforming at
the base station and reflection matrix at the IRS. Since the analog
beamforming and reflection matrix need to cater all users and
subcarriers, it is difficult to directly solve the formulated prob-
lem, and thus, an alternatively iterative optimization algorithm
is proposed. Specifically, the analog beamforming is designed
by solving a MIMO capacity maximization problem, while the
digital beamforming and reflection matrix optimization are both
tackled using semidefinite relaxation technique. Considering that
obtaining perfect channel state information (CSI) is a challenging
task in IRS-based systems, we further explore the case with the
imperfect CSI for the channels from the IRS to users. Under
this setup, we propose a robust beamforming and reflection
matrix design scheme for the originally formulated non-convex
optimization problem. Finally, simulation results are presented to
demonstrate the effectiveness of the proposed algorithms.

Index Terms—Hybrid beamforming, Intelligent Reflecting Sur-
faces, THz, Multiple-input multiple-output.
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I. INTRODUCTION

With the rapid proliferation of internet of things (IoTs) users,
the future IoT networks need to support the huge transmis-
sion capacity [1], [2]. As such, the sub-6 Gigahertz (GHz)
and millimeter-wave (mmWave) may not be able to support
these users communications. That being said, terahertz (THz)
communication (0.1-10 THz) has been regarded as a promising
technology to deal with the above problem due to its ultra-wide
bandwidth [3], [4]. However, there are two major shortcomings
for THz communications, namely severe signal attenuation and
poor diffraction [5].

Multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) has been recognized
as an effective technology to enhance the THz signal strength
owing to the high beamforming gain. Indeed, it has been shown
that the signal strength grows linearly with the number of an-
tennas at the base station (BS) [6]. Meanwhile, the small wave-
length in THz makes it easy to pack more antennas together,
and form a massive MIMO array. This way, the problem of
severe signal antenuation of THz can be substantially relieved.
Nonetheless, the property of poor diffraction still makes THz
vulnerable to blocking obstacles that break the line-of-sight
(LoS) links. To address this problem, intelligent reflect surface
(IRS) can be deployed to create additional links [7], [8], and
thus, enhance the performance of THz systems. Being equipped
with a large number of reconfigurable passive elements [9]-
[11], IRS can reflect the incident signals to any direction via
adjusting the phase shifts. As a result, when there is no direct
link between the transmitter and receiver, communication can
still be realized via building a reflective link with the help of the
IRS as shown in Fig. 1. Therefore, incorporating MIMO and
IRS into the THz communication can effectively enhance the
signal reception and reduce the probability of signal blockage.

In this paper, we study a multi-user IRS-aided THz MIMO
system, where the BS employs sparse RF chain structure
for lowering the circuit power consumption [12]. Meanwhile,
considering that the wideband THz signals may suffer from
frequency selective fading, orthogonal frequency division mul-
tiple (OFDM) is also adopted. Based on this system model, we
design the hybrid analog/digital beamforming at the BS and
the reflection matrix at the IRS for maximizing the weighted
sum rate under perfect and imperfect channel state information
(CSI).
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A. Related Works

The MIMO THz communication has become a research
hotspot in recent years. Considering the large signal attenuation,
Lin et al. study the indoor short range MIMO THz communi-
cations [13], [14]. The authors propose a hybrid analog/digital
beamforming to maximize the energy efficiency of the system.
Busari et al. consider three hybrid beamforming array struc-
tures, namely fully-connected, subconnected and overlapped
subarray [15]. Then, a single-path THz channel model is used
to investigate the performance of the system under different
array structures. Additionally, due to the ultra-wide bandwidth,
frequency selective hybrid beamforming design in THz system
is necessary. For example, Tan and Dai first analyze the array
gain loss in the wideband THz system and then propose
a time delay network to obtain the near-optimal array gain
[16]. However, the complexity of the considered system is
prohibitively high. Yuan et al. build a 3-D wideband THz
channel model and propose a two-stage hybrid analog/digital
beamforming for maximizing the capacity of the system [17].
After that, the imperfect CSI is also considered and a robust
beamforming design scheme is developed.

In parallel, IRS has attracted great attention in the past two
years owning to its ability to enable cost-effective and energy-
efficient communications. Wu and Zhang provide a basic IRS
communication system model in [9], based upon which the joint
active beamforming at the BS and passive beamforming at the
IRS is designed to minimize the system power consumption.
In addition, Ning et al. propose to apply THz to IRS [18],
and consider the beam training and hybrid analog/digital beam-
forming. They propose two effective hierarchical codebooks
and beamforming design schemes to obtain the near-optimal
performance. To study the performance of IRS in frequency-
selective fading channels, Zhang et al. consider a MIMO-
OFDM system [19], where only one common set of IRS
reflective matrix is designed for all subcarriers. Based on this,
a new alternative optimization algorithm is proposed. Yang et
al. investigate the channel estimation and beamforming design
problem in the IRS-based OFDM system [20], and propose a
practical transmission protocol as well as channel estimation
scheme. On this basis, a strategy of jointly optimizing power
allocation and the reflection matrix is developed for maximizing
the achievable rate.

Although THz and IRS techniques have been investigated
in the literature, e.g., in [9], [13]-[21], most of them do
not consider the hybrid beamforming at the BS for IRS
communication [9], [18]-[21]. In fact, in a THz-based IRS
communication system, the BS should employ a sparse RF
antenna structure for reducing the power consumption and the
multiple subcarriers transmission technology for overcoming
the frequency selection channel fading. As a result, how to
design the hybrid analog/digital beamforming at the BS and
reflection matrix at the IRS catering to all subchannels will be
challenging. In addition, how to obtain the perfect CSI remains
a non-trivial task for IRS-based reflection links. For the direct
link from the BS to users, the CSI can be readily estimated
by conventional channel estimation methods. For the indirect

link from the BS to the IRS, the CSI is also relatively easy to
obtain since the locations of IRS and BS are fixed. However,
the accurate CSIs of reflection links from the IRS to users
are usually difficult to obtain due to the mobility of users.
Nonetheless, [9], [18]-[21] all assume perfect CSI. Although
Zhou et al. investigate the robust beamforming design in an
IRS system [22], the conventional multiple antenna structure
and single carrier scenario are considered.

B. Main Contributions

To the best of our knowledge, this is the first work to consider
hybrid analog/digital beamforming in IRS-aided THz MIMO-
OFDMA under imperfect CSI, and the main contributions of
this paper include:

« We construct an IRS-aided THz MIMO-OFDMA IoT
communication system, where the BS employs sparse RF
chain structure for reducing the circuit power consumption.
On this basis, we investigate the joint optimization of the
hybrid beamforming at the BS and reflection matrix at the
IRS for maximizing the weighted sum rate under perfect
CSL

o To solve the formulated non-trivial problem, we first
initialize the reflection matrix. Since all subcarriers share
one analog beamforming matrix, we ignore the multi-user
interference and obtain the analog beamforming by solving
the corresponding MIMO capacity optimization problem.
We subsequently reformulate a multi-user weighted sum
rate maximization problem to optimize the digital beam-
forming. With the help of successive convex approxima-
tion (SCA) and semidefinite relaxation (SDR) techniques,
we propose an iterative algorithm to solve the digital
beamforming that mitigates the multi-user interference.
Following this, we formulate the reflection matrix opti-
mization problem under given hybrid analog/digital beam-
forming, and an iterative algorithm is proposed to solve it.
The above procedure is repeated until convergence.

« Next, we assume that the perfect CSIs of reflection links
cannot be obtained, and there exists bounded estimation
error. We apply the same method to solve the analog
beamforming. For the digital beamforming and reflection
matrix, we develop a robust optimization scheme for the
weighted sum rate optimization problem relying on the S-
Procedure and the convex approximation techniques. Fi-
nally, our simulation results demonstrate the effectiveness
of the proposed algorithms.

We organize the rest of this paper as follows. The system
model and weighted sum rate optimization problem are in-
troduced in Section II. An alternatively iterative optimization
algorithm is designed in Section III. The imperfect CSIs
from the IRS to users are considered and the corresponding
optimization algorithm is developed in Section IV. Simulation
results are presented in Section V. Finally, conclusions are
drawn in Section VL.

Notations: We use the following notations throughout this pa-
per: ()7 and (-)" denote the transpose and Hermitian transpose,
respectively, || - || is the Frobenius norm, C*¥ means the space

2327-4662 (c) 2021 IEEE. Personal use is permitted, but republication/redistribution requires IEEE permission. See http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/rights/index.html for more information.

Authorized licensed use limited to: Univ of Calif Santa Barbara. Downloaded on June 19,2021 at 02:40:14 UTC from IEEE Xplore. Restrictions apply.



This article has been accepted for publication in a future issue of this journal, but has not been fully edited. Content may change prior to final publication. Citation information: DOI 10.1109/JI0T.2021.3064069, IEEE Internet of

Things Journal

Controller

IRS

|
|
|
|
L Users
Obstacle

Fig. 1: The IRS system model.
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Fig. 2: The sparse RF chain structure at the BS.

of x X y complex matrix, Re(-) and Tr(-) denote real number
operation and trace operation, respectively, and diag(aj, ..., a,)
is a diagonal matrix. Z(-) represents the phase of a complex
number.

II. SystEm MobDEL AND PROBLEM FORMULATION

In this section, we first describe the IRS-aided THz MIMO-
OFDMA system model and antenna structure. Next, we present
the THz channel transmission model and corresponding param-
eters. Finally, we formulate the weighted sum rate maximiza-
tion problem.

A. System Model

We consider an IRS-aided THz multi-user MIMO system
with OFDMA as shown in Fig. 1, where the BS is equipped
with Ntx antennas and Ngr (Vrr < Nrx) RF chains. The
diagram of the sparse RF chain at the BS is illustrated in
Fig. 2. We assume that there are no direct links between BS
and users due to the blockage of walls or other obstacles, and
the users can only receive the reflected signals from IRS. Let
Nirs, M and K denote the number of IRS elements, users
and subcarriers, respectively. We assume that the CSIs of all
links can be obtained using existing channel estimation schemes
proposed in broadband IRS system [23]-[25]. In addition, the
computation of resource allocation is executed in BS, and then
the BS needs to convey the resource allocation results (refection
matrix of the IRS) to IRS. As shown in Fig. 1, the IRS phased
shifts are controlled by an attached controller. Therefore, the BS
can transmit the reflection matrix to controller via a dedicated
separate wireless control link [9].

The received signal on the kth subcarrier at the mth user can
be expressed as

M
Ymlk] = Gm[k]va[k]xm[k]+Z G [kIFV[k]x;[k]+ny,[k], (1)

JEmM

where G, [k] = G,G,nkgm[k]Qﬁ[k], with G, and G, as the
transmit and receive antenna gains, respectively, and 7 as the
pathloss compensation factor [18]. g,[k] € CMws denotes the
channel vector from IRS to the mth user on the kth subcar-
rier, ® € CVrXVies jg the reflection coefficient matrix with
@ = diag{¢, ..., Bnys ), H[k] € CNrs*Nx represents the channel
matrix from BS to IRS on the kth subcarrier, F € CNvx*Nke
is the analog beamforming matrix with F = [f,....fy.],
vulk] € CM™>! and x,[k] denote the digital beamforming
and transmit signal for the mth user on the kth subcarrier,
respectively, n,,[k] is the independent and identically distributed
(i.i.d.) additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) with zero-mean
and variance Ny. In (1), the first term is the designed signal,
while the second term is the multi-user interference that must
be mitigated by designing proper digital beamforming and
reflection matrix.

Next, we present the THz channel model. Let f, and B,
respectively, represent the central frequency and bandwidth.
Then, the frequency band of the kth subcarrier can be expressed
as fr = fo + %(k -1- KT*I),k = 1,2,...,K. Although there
are a few scattering components in THz communication, their
power are much lower (more than 20 dB) than that of LoS
component [26], and thus, we only consider the LoS component
and ignore the other scattering components. Accordingly, the
channel matrix H[k] can be expressed as

H[k] = q(fi, )HIK], 2)
where g(fi,d) is the complex path gain satisfying
C 1
,d) = _jT(fk)d’ 3
afod) = e 3)

where ¢ stands for the speed of light, 7(f;) represents the
medium absorption factor and d is the distance from the BS to
IRS [27]. H[k] can be expressed as

H[k] = a,(6)a) (¢1), )

with a,(6;) and a,(¢y), respectively, as the antenna array re-
sponse vector of the transmitter and receiver, namely

1
VNTX

a(6) =

. . . T
(7 276, Nrtx—1)n6,
[1,6"" (PR S ’ej( rx— 1) k] , (5a)

. . . T
a,(p) = [ S

IRS

Here, 6, = 2dy fi sin(¢;)/c and ¢ = 2d fi sin(¢,)/c, dy denotes
the antenna distance, and ¢,/¢, € [-7/2, /2] are, respectively,
angle of departure (AoD) and angle of arrival (AoA). Similarly,
g.[k] can be expressed as

Bulkl = q(fir d)gulkl, (6)
Where gm[k] = —1\],IRS [1’ ejmpk,m’ ejzmpk‘m, cee, ej(NIRS_l)”‘Pk,m]’ and
q(f,dy) is defined as
C 1 p
,dy) = ~$r(odn 7
q(fx ) 47Tfkdme 2 (7)

with d,, as the distance from the IRS to the mth user. The
BS-IRS-user m link channel can such be expressed as

Gulk] = um[k1gm[kK]PH[K], ®)
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where u,[k] = GG neq(f, dn)q(fi,dn). According to [27], the
cascaded path loss of the BS-IRS-user link should satisfy

mq(fir g dy) = ¢ 7T ) )

X
8 Vi fidd,,

where y is the IRS element gain.
Finally, we rewrite (1) as

Ym k] =t [K1gm[KIPH[K]FV,, [k] X, [k]

10
+ sz U kg [K1PH[KIFV [k]x;[k] + n,[k]. (10

B. Problem Formulation

By employing (10), the achievable rate of the mth user on
the kth subcarrier can be expressed as

ity [ K1, [ K] OHIKFY,, [K]
S | K1 [KI@HIKIEY (K1 + BNo /K

and thus, the achievable sum rate for the mth user can be
written as

B
R,[k] = X log| 1+

K
R, = Zk:] R, [k]. (12)

Next, we formulate the weighted sum rate maximization
problem as follows

M
R, 1
@F Zm:l @m (13a)
S.t. |¢i|: 17i€{1a"' 9NIRS}a (l3b)
M K
2
D D IR < P, (13¢)

F@,j)=1/+Nrx,i€{l,--- ,Nrx},j€{l,--- ,Nrg}, (13d)

where @, denotes the weight of the mth user, (13b) is the
uni-modular constraint for each reflection coefficient ¢;, (13c)
is the sum transmit power constraint, and (13d) is the am-
plitude constraint of analog beamforming. The objective of
(13) is to jointly optimize the reflection matrix ® and hybrid
analog/digital beamforming F and v,[k] for maximizing the
weighed sum rate of the system. Obviously, (13) is a non-
convex optimization problem due to the non-convex objec-
tive function (13a) and constraints (13b), (13d). We need to
optimize the reflect matrix @, analog beamforming F, and
digital beamforming v,,[k] for the original problem. Obviously,
reflect matrix ® and analog beamforming F need to cater
for all subcarriers as [28]. Finding the optimal solution is
a challenging task, and we propose an effective alternatively
iterative optimization algorithm to deal with it.

III. SorutioN oF THE WEIGHTED SUM RATE OPTIMIZATION PROBLEM

In this section, we propose an alternatively iterative opti-
mization algorithm. First, we consider the hybrid analog/digital
beamforming of F, v, [k] under given reflection matrix ®. We
formulate a MIMO-OFDM sum rate maximization problem
and use it to obtain the analog beamforming matrix F. Next,
we transform the original problem into a SDP and solve the
digital beamforming v,,[k] by the SDR technique. Lastly, we
solve the reflection matrix @ according to the obtained hybrid
beamforming F and v,[k]. The above procedure is repeated
until convergence.

A. Optimization of F and v,[k] under Fixed ®

Under given @, the original problem can be transformed as

M K [B, [k, [K][*
{Fr’rvlﬁ[);(” ZZam log| 1+ VP TR (14a)
e e S [ [KIEY[K]|"+6
s.t. (13c¢), (13d), (14b)

where h,,[k] = u,[klg,[k]®H[k], a,, = Ba,/K, and 6> =
BNy/K.

Problem (14) is still difficult to solve since each common
element of the analog beamforming F needs to cater for all
users and subcarriers. Furthermore, the data streams of different
users may own different priority weights, which leads to more

» (1gomplicated analog beamforming design. For simplicity, we

assume that all users have the same weights and it can be
regarded as a MIMO-OFDM system by neglecting the inter-
user interference. To solve the analog beamforming F, we first
define H[k] = [hy[k]7, ..., hy[k]7]7, and reformulate a MIMO-
OFDM sum rate maximization problem as follows:

K ( H[K|FV[k]V[KITFIHA[K)H
og|I+ 52

) (152)

k=1

s.t. IFVIK]|P < Ppax/K, (13d). (15b)
Here, we consider the transmit power constraint for each

subcarrier to obtain the lower bound. Note that (15) is only used

for designing F. For a given F, the optimal digital beamforming

matrix can be calculated as [29]

VIk] = (F7F)"2UL[KIT.[K], (16)
where U,[k] is the set of right singular vector according to the
Ngr largest singular value of H[K]JF(F¥F) "2 and T, [k] is a di-
agonal matrix of the power allocated to the data streams on each
subcarrier. Here, we assume that there are Nrr data streams.
In addition, it is obvious that f{f; = 1, while f7'f; < 1 (i # )
with high probability for a large Nyx. Therefore, for the i.i.d.
channels, the analog beamforming satisfying FFF ~ I can
always be approximated as proportional to the identity matrix,
namely F7F o« 1. Moreover, in the high or moderate signal-to-
noise ratio (SNR) regime, the equal power allocation scheme
for all streams on each subcarrier can be adopted without
significant performance degradation, namely I'.[k] oc I [30]. As
a result, the digital beamforming matrix can be approximated

as V[k] ~ AU,[k], where A = VP /(KN1xNgrEg). Based on the
above analysis, we have

H[KFV[KV[KTFIA[KH )

log (I+ 52

x|~

log(I+5£2I:I[k]FUe[k]Ue[k]HFHﬁ[k]H) (17

x| =

DM T D

A pin s
log (I+ 6—2FHH[k]HH[k]F).

| —
T
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Finally, we can obtain the upper bound of (17) using the
Jensen’s inequality' as

RS A CHAT R A on
E;log(l+6—2F Ak H[k]F)Slog(IJré—zF EF), (18)

where £ = £ Y& (ﬁ[k]Hﬁ[k]) and the analog beamforming
matrix can be obtained by solving the following problem
F* = arg max
F(i,)=1/ VNrx
Since X is a hermitian matrix, its singular value decomposition
(SVD) can be written as X = SASH Therefore, the solution of
(19) can be given by F*(i, j) = —L_ oSty ’)) where Si.y,,
denotes the first Ngr columns of S
Note that although (16) provides a digital beamforming
solution, it is only suitable for the single user case. Therefore,
after obtaining the analog beamforming matrix F, problem (14)
can be transformed as follows for solving digital beamforming

b
log (I+ 6—2FHZF) . (19)

B, [TV, K[
max anlog| 1+ (20a)
vt Z ; 1 Bl K] 62
Sty D IFVAIKIE < P, (200)

where h,,[k] = hm[k]F We define H,,[k] = h,,[k]7h,,[k] and
Vulk] = v,,[k]v,,[k]", and by using an auxiliary variable bk
we reformulate (20) as

max Z;a log (1+£4) (21a)

S g < Tr(EL [KIV (K] 21b)
S Te(HL, [KIV (k) +62

S S THE RV, [K]) < P, 21¢)

rank(Vo[k]) = 1, Vo] = 0. 21d)

It is obvious that (21) is a non-convex optimization problem
due to (21b) and (21d). To cope with (21b), we introduce an
auxiliary variable b,,; and transform it as

bk < Te(EL [KIV 0 (KD,
M A 2
buicz ), Te(H, [KIV[K)+6.

Now, we only need to deal with #,,xb,, . According to [31],
the upper bound of #,,;b,,x can be obtained as

() ()
tm,k 2

(n)
me, f

(22a)
(22b)

> tm,kbm,ka (23)

mk t2
2 (n) “mk
where ™ and ™ are the values of t,,; and b,,; at the nth
Lo Tmk mk : : :
iteration, respectively. Consequently, we transform (22a) into
the following convex constraints

(n) ()
m k b2 m,k 2
(n) ~mk (n) mk =
2b,% 2%

< Tr(H, [K]V, [K]). (24)

IThe Jensen’s mequallty is defied as: If f(x),x € [a,b] is a convex function,

and then for any xq, X2, , X, € [a,b], we have Zizy S0i) L ) <f ( = ’)and the

equality holds only when xj = x = -+ = x,.

Finally, (21) can be recast as the following SDP problem

max a, log (1+t, (25a)
i ;; g (1+1n)

s.t. (21¢), (22b), (24), (25b)

rank(V,,[k]) = 1,V,,[k] > 0. (25¢)

Since the rank-one constraint is non-convex, we need to drop
it and formulate a SDR problem that can be solved by existing
convex solvers such as the CVX toolbox. Summarily, to obtain
the digital beamforming matrix V,,[k], we need to iteratively
solve (25). Specifically, we first initialize the auxiliary variables
b; o ° ik and solve (25) for obtaining the optimal b* e t’; P
and Vm[k]* Next, b° mk and t are updated with the obtained
b* ik and ¢ o) x . and then, we resolve (25). The above procedure
is repeated until the results converge or the iteration number
reaches its maximum value. In addition, since the SDR problem
of (25) is a convex optimization problem, the solutions are
optimal for each iteration. Therefore, iteratively solving (25)
and updating variables increase or at least maintain the value
of the objective function [32], [33]. Given the limited transmit
power, the designed iterative algorithm guarantees the value of
the objective function to be a monotonically non-decreasing
sequence with an upper bound, and it converges to a stationary
solution that is at least a local optimal.

For solving (25), we remove the rank-one constraint
rank(V,,[k]) = 1. To explore the characteristic of the solutions,
we first give the following theorem for the obtained digital
beamforming Vx[k].

Theorem 1: For a large number of BS antenna Ny, the
obtained digital beamforming V), [k] satisfies rank(V},[k]) = 1.

Proof Refer to Appendix A.

In fact, even for a medium number of BS antennas, such
as Nrx = 16, we find that the optimal V}[k] always satisfies
rank(V};[k]) = 1. If rank(V;[k]) = 1, the optimal v;;[k] can be
recovered by the eigenvalue decomposition, namely V) [k] =
v*[k]? v [k]. If the obtained V*[k] is not a rank-one matrix, the
Gaussian randomization technique is typically used to obtain a
rank-one solution [34]. Specifically, we first generate a random
vector V,[k] satisfying ¥,,[k] ~ CN(0, V:[k]). Then, we apply
V.ulk] to problem (25) and check its feasibility. Here, we need to
independently generate sufficient feasible beamforming vectors
V.ulk] and select the optimal one V,,[k]* from all the random
vectors. Based on this, the final digital beamforming vector can
be approximated as v, [k]* = V,,[k]*.

Now, we analyze the computational complexity for
solving problem (25). Let € be the iteration accu-
racy; then, the number of iterations is on the order of
VKMNgr + 5KM + 11n(1/€) [35]. For problem (25), there are
KM linear matrix inequality (LMI) constraints of size Ngp,
3KM + 1 LMI constraints of size 1, and KM second-order
cone constraints. Therefore, the complexity of solving problem
(25) is on the order of VAl In(1/€)(Ay + (A3 + %), where
Ay = KMNgg + 5KM + 1, Ay = KMN;. + 12KM + 1,
A3 = KMN3. +3KM + 1, and { = KMNj..
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B. Optimization of ® under Fixed F and V,,[k]

After obtaining the hybrid analog/digital beamforming F
and v,,[k], we consider the reflection matrix of IRS here and
transform (13) into the following optimization problem

2
- Z Zam 10g{1+ g 1D, K] ] o6
o M ez, k][ +62
st ¢l =1,i€{l,---, Nrs}, (26b)

where z,[k] = w,[k]H[k]Fv,[k]. Let g,[k]®z,[k] = c.i9,
where ¢ = [¢1, ...,¢)N[RS]T and ¢, [k] = g, [k]diag(z,[k]). Thus,
we can reformulate (26) as

e k1P )
max anlog|1+ (272)
,,Z{ kZ‘ ( S |esikigf +62
s.t. |pil=1,ie{l,---, Nrs} (27b)

Similarly, we define C,,[k] = ¢,,[k]¢c,,[k] and Q = ¢, and
transform (27) into the following optimization problem

M K

max Z Z an log (1 + THC kI ] (28a)

Q) o Z];tm Tr(C;[k]1)+6°

s.t. Q@G,i)=1,ie{l,- -, NRrs}, (28b)
rank(Q) = 1,Q > 0. (28¢)

One can observe that (28) has a similar form to (21), and we
can adopt the same iterative method proposed in Section. III-A
to solve it. We omit the details due to the space limitation and
directly write the SDR problem as follows:

Z Z aylog(1+1,,) (29a)
{/nk mk m=1 k=1
st b, Z Te(C,[k]€2)+62, (29b)
t/(n) /(n)
k2 e 2 < THC,[K]R), (29¢)
2 "
QUi =1,2>0. (29d)

Here, we still need to alternatively solve problem (29) to
obtain the reflection matrix ®. If the obtained ¢* satisfies
rank(Q*) = 1, the optimal ¢* can be recovered by the eigen-
vector of Q* = ¢*¢*", and the reflection coefficient matrix
®* can be expressed as ®* = diag{¢}, ..., ¢} ). Otherwise,
the Gaussian randomization technique can be used to obtain a
rank-one solution [34].

Now, we analyze the computational complexity for solving
problem (29). Let € be the iteration accuracy; then, the num-
ber of iterations is on the order of V2Ngs + 5KM In(1/e€).
For problem (29), there are 1 LMI constraint of size Nigs,
3KM + Nrs LMI constraint of size 1, and KM second-
order cone constraints. Therefore, the complexity of solving
problem (29) is on the order of VA;ZIn(1/€)(Ay + {A3 + £2),
where A; = 2NRs + SKM, A, = NIRS + Nrs + 12KM,
A3 = NIRS + NIRS + 3KM and g IRS

Finally, we summarize the proposed alteratively iterative
optimization scheme in Algorithm 1.

Algorithm 1: The Proposed Alternative Iterative Optimiza-
tion Algorithm.

1 Initialize the reflection matrix ®©, iteration number r = 1
and maximum iteration number 7p,x.

2 repeat

3 Obtain the analog beamforming F according to (19).

4 Initialize variables t(o) b(o) iteration number " = 1
and maximum 1terat10n number Fhax

5 repeat

6 Obtain t;; " b,*nk and v,,,[k] by solving (25).

7 Update variables tf;]z m * bf;]i — b*

8 Update re—r +1.

9 until ' = r, ., or Convergence;

10 Initialize variables fi?} b’fo)k, iteration number r”’ = 1
and maximum iteration number 7" pax.

11 repeat

12 Obtain ¢’ ., b’ , and Q* by solving (29).

13 Update variables t’(’ T Gn b’(’ —b'r,.

14 Update r"” « r"” + 1

15 until 7 = 7" ,,x or Convergence;

16 Obtain ®* according to Q*.

17 | Update ®" « ®*.

18 Update r « r + 1.

19 until » = rp,« or Convergence;
20 Obtain the analog beamforming ®", digital beamforming
v,u[k]?) and reflection matrix ®.

IV. ExtEnsioN To IMPERFECT CSIs FrRoMm IRS 10 USERS

Due to the mobility of users, it is difficult to obtain the perfect
CSIs from the IRS to users. Therefore, in this section, we as-
sume that there exists channel estimation error for the reflection
links between IRS and users, namely g,,[k] = &, [k] + Agn[k],
where g,,[k] denotes the estimated CSI and Ag,[k] is the
estimation error. Here, we assume that the estimation error is
upper bounded with &,,[k]g,.[k]” < e. Next, we redesign the
hybrid analog/digital beamforming and reflection matrix with
imperfect CSI as follows

M
@y 2 O (302
s.t. |¢i|: 1’i€{1"" ’NIRS}’ (30b)
M K

> IFIKIP < P, (30¢)
gm[k] = gm[k] + Agm[k], (30d)

8, [k18,[K1" < &, (30e)
F(i,j)=1/yNrx,i€{l,--+ ,Nx},j € {1,--- , Ngp}. (30f)

Similar to the proposed Algorithm 1, we design an alternative
iterative optimization scheme to solve it.

A. Optimization of F and v,[k] under Fixed ®

In fact, it is extremely difficult to design analog beamforming
F under channel estimation error, and thus, we ignore the
estimation error and define g, [k] = &, [k] for simplicity, namely
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lAlm[k] = U, [k]g,[K]®H[k]. In this way, we can adopt the same
scheme used in Section III-A to obtain the analog beamforming
F. Next, we directly solve the digital beamforming v,,[k]. After
obtaining F, we define u,,[k]g,, [k PH[k]F = g, [k]E,,[k], where
E.lk] = u,[k]®H[L]F. Thus, the received signal of the mth
user on the kth subcarrier can be expressed as

Ymlk] =(Bmlk] + Agu[KDE K1V [k]xim[]
Mo _ 31
+ Z}. o BnlK] + Agu[KDE, K]V k] TK] + K],
and the achievable rate is given by
~ = 2
Rofi] = 2 1og 1+ (@l - 80 HDE 1 4] ] 32)
K 2 iem Ymlk]+BNo/K

where T,[k] = |(g,,,[k]+Agm[k])Em[k]vj[k]|2. By introducing
an auxiliary variable 7,, the original problem (30) can be

recast as

max Z Zam log (1+ Ty i) (33a)

" =1 k=1
St Ty < I(gm[k]+Agm[k])—m[k]Vm[ I (33b)

e M Culkl+BNo/K

Agm[k]Agm[k] <eg, (330)

M K
D D IEVIKIIR < P (33d)

By comparing the weighted sum rate maximization problem
under perfect CSI (21) and imperfect CSI (33), one can observe
that the original scheme used to solve (21) can not be directly
used to solve (33) due to the uncertain term Ag,,[k]. To cope
with (33), we first give the following Lemma 1 referred to as
S-Procedure [36].

Lemma 1: Define the function

(%) = xQix + 2Re{pix} + ¢;,i € {1,2}, (34)

where x € C*0, Q; € C%9, p; € C*0, and ¢; € R with O
representing any integer, and thus, the expression fj(x) < 0=
f2(x) <0 holds if and only if there exists a 8 satisfying

1 H 2 1

N @

Next, we have

@ [K]+ AgW[KDE,[K]V,, K]
= (@nlk]+ A [KDE K1V, kD) (@ K]+ A [KDE[K1V,[K])
=Agu[KIEu[KIVu[KIE,[K17 Ag, (K17

+ 2Re(@u K12 K]V K1, [k]" g, K1)

+ BulKIE [TV [K1E,, (K17 8,0 K17

Similarly, 3 ., Tnlk] can be expressed as
D Tkl = D (@K1 + 28 KDE [k k][
—oglkIZalk] (Y, VK] Zalk sgalkl”
+ Re@MENK () ViIK]) Znlk1" sl

+BlIE (Y V1K)l gl

(37

Next, we transform (33b) into the following three constraints

Uk < | @nlk]+AgnKDE, K1V, K], (38a)
Tm kgmk < ﬂm ks (38b)
O > Z Y, [k]+BNo/K. (38¢)

Combining (36), (33c) and Lemma 1, (38a) can be trans-
formed into the following convex LMI constraint

(8 K1V K] co.

4 B KV [KIZn K1 — s |70 )

[ ﬁm,kl"'vm[k]

Enlk1V k]
where Vm[k] = Z,,[k]V,,[k1Z,,[k]". The non-convex constraint
(38b) can be expressed as the following convex constraint

(n) (n)
Tm,k Y]

20 40
m,k

2 (n) mk —ﬂmk:

where T(") and Gir';)k are the values of 7, and 6, at the nth
iteration, respectlvély. In addition, combining (37), (33c) and
Lemma 1, (38c) can be transformed into the following convex
LMI constraint

 —(@nlkIV, kD
s_gm[k]vm[k]gm[k]H + gm,k - BNO/K

:Bm,kI - \:]m [k]

where V,,[k] = E,[k] (X2 VK1) Enlk17.
Finally, we transform (28) into the following SDP problem

M K
log (1+ 7,y 42
{ka Hom, lfr;na;kx Vi [k] Zl Zl hn 108 ( T k) ( a)
s.t. (39), (40), (41), (42b)
ZZZI Z; Te(FYFV,,[k]) < Pras (42¢)
rank(V,,[k]) = 1, V,,[k] > 0. (42d)

It is obvious that (42) can be solved with the convex
optimization toolbox such as CVX by removing the rank-one
constraint. Likewise, the optimal digital beamforming matrix
V..[k] is obtained by iteratively solving problem (42).

To handle problem (42), we remove the rank-one constraint
rank(V,,[k]) = 1. If problem (42) does not yield a rank-one

(36)soluti0n, namely rank(V,,[k]) > 1, the Gaussian randomization

technique is used to obtain a rank-one solution [34].

Now, we analyze the computational complexity for solving
problem (42). Let € be the iteration accuracy; then, the number
of iterations is on the order of 3KMNgp + 7KM In(1/€)
[35]. For problem (42), there are 2KM LMI constraints of
size Njgs + 1, KM LMI constraints of size Ns, 3KM + 1
LMI constraints of size 1, and KM second-order cone con-
straints. Therefore, the complexity of solving problem (42)
is on the order of VA ;ZIn(1/€)(As + A3 + £2), where A =
3KMNgr + TKM, Ay = KMQ2(Ngr + 1)° + N3 + 11) + 1,
A3 = 2KM(Ngg + 1)* + KMN}. + 3KM + 1, and { = KMN3;.
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B. Optimization of ® under Fixed F and V,,[k]

After obtaining the analog beamforming F and digital beam-
forming v, [k], we reconsider the reflection matrix ® with
imperfect CSIs. According to the definition in Section III-B,
we have

U [K1gn[KIPH[KTFV,,[k] = g, [K]®2Z,,[K].

Next, we define Z,[k] £ diag(z,[k]), and thus, we have
gnk]®z,[k] = g.[k]1Z,,[k]p. After that, the achievable rate can
be expressed as

(43)

~ 2
R[] = B log| 1+ (8 [K1+ A k] Z,[K]@| ’
K M, Y, [k1+BNo/K

(44)

where Y, [k] = |@ulk]+Agu[kDZ ,[k]¢|2. It can be found that
(44) has a similar expression with (32), and thus, the same
scheme can be used to solve the reflection matrix ®. Therefore,
we omit the details and directly formulate the following SDR
problem as

M K
max Z Z am log 1 +1, k) (45a)
{ TondoFnio O =1 k=1
B, k1+9 [k] (@K1 [K])"
st | 7m o . |=0, @sb
[ gm [k] m[k] 8+gm [k]gm [k]gm [k]H - ,le’k ( )
/(n)k 9,(11)k
m 22 m, /2
< 45c)
()~ mk ,(n) Tk :um k> (
26 mk 27 m,k
|: ﬁm,kl_!}m [k] . _(gm [k]gm [k])H :| >0
_gm [k]gm[k] 8_gm[k]gm[k]gm [k]H + 0;,17]{ - BNO/K 7
(45d)
QG,i)=1,9 >0, (45¢)

where Ty, u,, and ¢ are the introduced auxiliary variables,
Q,[k] = Z,,[KIQZ,,[K]", and Q,[k] = 3 ;,, E;[KIQE;[k]". We
can use the CVX toolbox to solve (45). Likewise, if problem
(29) does not yield a rank-one solution, namely rank(Q*) # 1.
The Gaussian randomization technique can be used to obtain a
rank-one solution [34].

Now, we analyze the computational complexity for solving
problem (45). Let € be the iteration accuracy; then, the number
of iterations is on the order of VKMNs + 7KM In(1/e€).
For problem (45), there are 2KM LMI constraints of size
Nirs + 1, 1 LMI constraint of size Nirs, 4KM LMI con-
straints of size 1, and KM second-order cone constraints.
Therefore, the complexity of solving problem (45) is on the
order of \/A_lgln[l/e)(Az + 12KM + 1 + (A + {2], where
Ay = KMNgs + TKM, Ay = 2KM(Nigs + 1)3 + NfRS + 13KM,
Az = 2KM(Ngg + 1)* + N2 +4KM, and ¢ = IRS

V. NuMERICAL RESULTS

In this section, simulation results are presented to evaluate
the performance of the proposed schemes in IRS-aided THz
MIMO-OFDMA systems. Due to the severe pathloss in THz,
we consider a short distance communication scenario as shown
in Fig. 3, where users are located within a circle with 1.5 m
radius. The AoD/AOA follows the uniform distribution within

IRS
R
™ < \\
© FANN N
/ < \
BS/ \ i } . I
— P \ Devices
d,=3 ' <2 7 regiof
N Ve

~__ -

Fig. 3: The location distribution in the IRS-aided system.

TABLE I: Default Parameters Used in Simulations.

Parameters [ Value
Number of antennas Nrx = 64
Number of RF chains NRF =4
Number of reflection elements Nrs = 4
Central frequency fe =340 GHZ]
Bandwidth B =20 [GHz]
Number of subcarriers K =16
Number of users M=2
Transmit antenna gain Gy =4+201log;( \/NTX)
Receive antenna gain

Absorption coefficient 0. 0033/m
Speed of light c=3x10%
Noise variance No = —174 [dBm/Hz]

[-7/2,7/2], and the antenna spacing is assumed to be half
wavelength. The default simulation parameters are listed in
Table I, and they are used in simulation unless otherwise
specified.

Figs. 4 and 5 show the convergence performance of the
proposed inner iterative algorithm for solving the digital beam-
forming and reflection matrix, respectively, i.e., Line 5 ~ 9 and
Line 11 ~ 15 in Algorithm 1. Here, we set € = 0, Py, = 0
dBm and a,, = 1 (m € {1,2}). The legend “nth iteration” in
Figs. 4 and 5 stands for the outer iteration number. One can
observe that the inner iterative algorithm tends to converge after
5 iterations for each outer iteration. In addition, it can be found
that the gap is small between the 2nd and 3rd iterations, but
large between the Ist and 2nd iteration. This means that outer
iterative loop (i.e., Algorithm 1) also converges rapidly, and we
will elaborate this in detail in Fig. 6.

The convergence performance of Algorithm 1 under different
estimation errors is plotted in Fig. 6, where we set the maxi-
mum transmit power Py, =4 dBm and o, = 1 (m € {1,2}). It
is clear that the rate tends to stabilize after 3 iterations, which
demonstrates the fast convergence of the proposed algorithm.
In addition, it is easy to understand that the rate is low for a
large estimation error as shown in Fig. 6, where & = 0 means
perfect CSIs between the IRS and users.

Fig. 7 shows the rate versus P, under different estimation
errors, where we set a,, = 1 (m € {1,2}). Meanwhile, we
also plot the rate under the fully digital structure, namely each
antenna is connected to each RF chain. It is clear that the rate
under the fully digital structure is higher than that under the
sparse RF chain structure for the same condition, while the
circuit power consumption is very high for the former. This is
also one of the reasons for which the sparse RF chain structure
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Fig. 4: The rate versus iteration for solving the digital beam-
forming.

105 T T T T T T T T

1
1
1
1
1

b

—©— The 1st iteration
—*+— The 2nd iteration
—H&— The 3rd iteration

Rate (bit/s/Hz/subcarrier)

i i i i i
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Iteration

Fig. 5: The rate versus iteration for solving the reflection matrix.

is usually adopted when the ultra high frequency carrier is
applied. In addition, one can observe that the rate increases
with Ppax.

We plot the rate under different BS antennas in Fig. 8, where
we set Py =4 dBm and «,, = 1 (m € {1,2}). It is obvious
that the rate increases with the number of antennas, but with
a decreasing slope. In addition, we also plot the rate versus
Prax for different numbers of IRS reflection elements in Fig. 9,
with & = 0. It is observed again that a large number of IRS
reflection elements leads to a higher rate. This is because a
higher beamforming gain can be achieved when there are either
more antennas at the BS or more reflection elements at the IRS.

To compare the system performance under different users’
weights, we set the user weight @ = [1 1] and @ = [1 3] as
shown in Figs. 10 and 11. Under @ = [1 1], it is clear the
objective is to just maximize the sum rate. This explains why
the sum rate with @ = [1 3] is always lower than that with
a =[1 1]. If we look at the individual rates for the two users,
the rate for user 1 decreases, while that for user 2 increases
when changing from @ = [1 1] to @ = [1 3]. This is expected,

)
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Fig. 6: The rate versus iteration for the proposed Algorithm 1.
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Fig. 7: The rate versus the allowable maximum transmit power.

since a higher priority is given to user 2. Moreover, the sum
rate declines while the system fairness increases. In practice,
we can set different weights according to different quality of
service requirements of the users.

VI. CoNCLUSION

In this paper, we have considered an IRS-aided THz MIMO-
OFDMA system, where the BS is equipped with a sparse
RF chain structure. First, we have proposed a joint hybrid
analog/digital beamforming and reflection matrix design to
maximize the weighted sum rate under perfect CSIs. Next,
considering the imperfect CSIs from the IRS to users, we
have redesigned a robust joint optimization algorithm. From
simulation results, we have found that the channel estimation
error has a large impact on the system sum rate. Moreover,
allocating a higher weight to a particular user can improve that
user’s rate, but at the cost of sum rate. Consequently, channel
estimation schemes and users weight selection are important
criteria for the design of practical systems, and we need to
adjust the weights according to different quality of service
requirements of the users.
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APPENDIX A
Proor oF THEOREM 1

First, we give the Lagrangian function of (25) without the
rank-one constraint as

M K
F(tm,k» bm,k’ f, wm,k» Vmks Vm [k]) = Z Z am lOg (1 +tm,k)

m=1 k=1
M K

+§ (Pmax - Zle Zk:] TI'(FHFVm[k]))

M K I

A 2

' ZT kZ_:‘ Vi (b'"”‘ B (Z#m Tr A [KIV kD) +0 )) (46)

M K t(n)k (n)k
+ Vm, Tr(I:Im [k]Vm [k]) - "y b%n Ltrzn

2™ 2 2

K

s

Tr(®m,kvm [£]).

3
I
=~
[

1

where & Wi, Vmk, Omk, respectively, represent the Lagrange
multipliers corresponding the constraints (21c¢), (22b), (24) and

10

14
1350 —5— 5=0.001,0=[1 1] {
—<— 5=0.002,a=[1 1] L
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Fig. 10: The rate versus the allowable maximum transmit power
with different weights.
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Fig. 11: Rate comparison under different weights.

(25¢). Since the relaxed SDP problem (25) is convex, and
the gap between the primal problem and its dual problem is
zero, namely it satisfies the Slater’s condition [37]. Therefore,
the Karaush-Kuhn-Tucker (KKT) conditions are necessary and
sufficient for the optimal solutions of problem (25) with rank-
one constraint. Next, we give the KKT conditions related to
the optimal digital beamforming V,,[k]* as:

M K
EFIF+ 5" g Bk - v, K]

=01, (@)

Jj#Em k=1
O}, V.IkI* =0, (47b)
20, (@0

where &*, yr ., vy, and @O, are the optimal Lagrange
multipliers. The analog beamforming can be expressed as
F = [fy,--- ,frr], and we have f7f; = 1 and ff; < 1 (i # j) for
a large Ntx as our analysis for the analog beamforming matrix
in Section III-A. In this way, for a large Ntx and i.i.d. channels,

we can obtain F7F ~ I, and F/F is a full rank matrix, namely
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rank(F7F) = Ngg. Because &* > 0, Y >0, we define

M K
Y=¢FF+ ) b v Hlk,

JjEm k=1

(48)

and thus, Y is a positive-definite matrix which has full rank
with rank(Y) = Nrg. Based on this, we have

rank(@}, ) =rank(Y — v H,,[k])
>rank(Y) — rank(vy b, [k]"h,, [k])
ZNRF - 1.

(49)

Therefore, we can claim that the rank of @* ok is either Ngg
or Nrg— 1. If rank(® ) = NrF, according to (47b) the optimal

V.[k]* = 0, which means that the BS does not transmit any
signal. Thus, we have rank(@m ) = Nrp — 1, and the null
space of G)*’k is one dimensional. Meanwhile, (47b) means
that V,,[k]* must lie in the null-space of @* » and we have
rank(V,,[k]*) = 1 and the proof is completed
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