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A quick overview of this class

* Coverage Plan
* Assignments
* Remember, PLEASE ASK QUESTIONS!!!



Who am |?



Who are you?

* Name

* Department, etc.

* Favorite band

* Favorite hobby (non-academic)
* Research interest

* Why are you in this class?



A brief introduction to corpus linguistics

* Corpus = collection of electronic texts

e Corpus linguistics = collection of methods for analyzing large
electronic datasets comprised of language samples

* Corpus methods allow researchers to systematically investigate
linguistic phenomena in a reproducible manner

* Corpus methods also allow researchers to analyze datasets that
would be impractical to analyze by hand



Reference Corpora

* Reference corpus = a corpus intended to be representative of a
particular language use domain.

* Some reference corpora are intended to represent a particular
language within a particular society

 the British National Corpus (BNC)
e the Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA)

e Others are intended to represent a particular mode of language in a
particular context
e Michigan Corpus of Upper-level Student Papers (MICUSP)
* British Academic Written English (BAWE) corpus
* Yonsei English Learner Corpus (YELC)



Lets check out some corpora

e Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA)
e https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/
 (or just search for “COCA corpus”

* British National Corpus (BNC)
e https://www.english-corpora.org/bnc/



https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/
https://www.english-corpora.org/bnc/

Corpus sampling...

* A balanced corpus includes and equal number of samples across text
types

* A sample corpus (also called a representative corpus) ideally includes
a truly random sample of texts in a particular domain.



Corpus annotation
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Monitor and Historical Corpora

* Monitor (and most historical) corpora are diachronic
* These are designed to study language change



Important issues when using corpora

* The results of any corpus analysis can be evaluated by:
* a) the representativeness of the corpus used

* b) the appropriateness of the analysis method
* including whether the analysis was conducted in a replicable way

e Corpus research tends to be primarily quantitative in nature but...

* Primarily qualitative research can also be conducted using corpora
* j.e., using random samples from large corpora

* Frequency counts (and derivatives of frequency counts such as
probabilities) are very important in corpus research

* This lends itself to usage-based theories of language learning, but is not
limited to such theories



Questions about corpus linguistics?



Getting started with AntConc



Let’s analyze some data!ll

* Open AntConc
* Load some data
* Create a unigram frequency list



