Name: Alcohol Outlet Density

Short Description: Number of off-premises (purchases intended to be consumed off-site)
alcohol outlets per 10,000 people.

Data Source:
e Name: United States Census Bureau, County Business Patterns (CBP)
e Link to Source: https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/2018/econ/cbp/2018-cbp.html

Year: 2020
Source Geographic Level: County
Stratification: Not applicable to alcohol outlets

Selection Rationale: Alcohol outlet density contributes to capturing built environment impacts
on mental wellness. Additionally, alcohol outlets have been found to be overconcentrated in
low-income and racial and ethnic minority neighborhoods, reflecting the impacts of structural
racism.

Strengths and Limitations
e Strengths:

o [Importance] Research on alcohol outlets has found an association between
higher alcohol outlet density and adverse mental health outcomes.?

o [Equity] This measure captures disparities experienced between population
groups. Historical discriminatory redlining practices have shown to increase
present day exposure to retail alcohol availability, particularly in Black and
Hispanic neighborhoods.? Additionally, alcohol and liquor outlet advertising has
been found to be concentrated in low-income and racial/ethnic minority
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communities* and higher alcohol outlet density has also been found to be
associated with more highly segregated communities.”

o [Relevance and Usability] Data on alcohol outlet density can inform intervention
strategies for reducing excessive alcohol consumption and related harms. The
Community Preventive Services Task Force recommends using regulatory
authority like licensing and zoning to limit alcohol density.®

o [Scientific Soundness] This measure of alcohol outlet density follows the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention Guide for Measuring Alcohol Outlet Density
for container-based measures with a population-based denominator.” This
measure calculation is advantageous because it is both simple to calculate and
simple to communicate.

o [Feasibility] CBP is an annual series; full release of CBP statistics is available
approximately 16 months after each reference year. CBP data are easily
accessible for download.

e Limitations:

o [Relevance and Usability] We note that some studies call for further research on
the relationship between alcohol outlet density and alcohol use and harm,® and
others have found that individuals in areas of high alcohol outlet density in
particular communities actually drank less frequently and that it may be
important to consider the intersection of income and alcohol outlet density.’

o [Scientific Soundness] Container-based methods are unable to detect high-
density clustering of outlets within an area, nor can they account for the size of
the directly exposed population or effects from neighboring areas. Nevertheless,
given that the primary function of the tool is to delineate variations in
population-level exposure, this method provides a sufficient estimate at the
neighborhood level.
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Calculation:

# of f premise alcohol outlet establishments

Alcohol Outlet Density = x 10,000 people

total population

Alcohol outlets have been identified using the following North American Industry Classification
System (NAICS) Industry Codes:
e In all states:
o NAICS Code 445310 for “Beer, Wine, and Liquor Stores”

e Only in states where licensing laws allow the sale of any type of alcohol (beer, wine, or
liquor) in grocery and convenience stores,'® which are also considered off-premises
alcohol outlets by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention!!:

o NAICS Code 445110 for “Grocery Stores”
o NAICS Code 445120 for “Convenience Stores”
o NAICS Code 447110 for “Convenience Stores & Gas Stations”
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