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By Jon Griffin 

Introduction 
Not so long ago, I regarded Artificial Intelligence with a mixture of skepticism and outright fear, 
perceiving it as a formidable threat poised to revolutionize the music industry—and not 
necessarily for the better. is sentiment is hardly new; indeed, every technological advancement 
from vinyl records to streaming services has initially been met with considerable apprehension. 
Yet, historical trends suggest that music does not just survive technological upheavals—it thrives 
on them. Embracing AI in my musical journey has transformed my perspective: I now view it as a 
powerful tool, one that enhances rather than diminishes the creative process. 

Historical Parallels 
Consider the evolution of music consumption: when vinyl records debuted, many feared they 
would spell the end for live performances. en came the era of 8-tracks and cassettes, each 
declared a death knell for its predecessor, and yet, music continued to flourish. CDs were next, 
celebrated for their clarity yet criticized for depersonalizing music collections. Each of these 
transitions sparked fear but ultimately led to innovation and adaptation. e music industry has 
consistently showed resilience, using each ‘threat’ as a stepping stone to a new era of musical 
expression. 

e rise of sampling in the 1980s and 1990s provides another relevant historical parallel. Initially 
met with skepticism and legal challenges, sampling eventually became an integral part of various 
genres, particularly hip-hop and electronic music. Producers and artists used samplers to 
incorporate snippets of existing recordings into new compositions, creating unique collages of 
sound. is practice raised questions about originality and authorship, like the concerns 
surrounding AI-generated music today. 

e debate over what makes up “original and human-made” music is not new. When using tools 
like rhyming dictionaries or chord samples, the human artist still maintains creative control, 
selecting and arranging the elements to cra a unique composition. Similarly, AI can be seen as 
another tool in the musician’s arsenal, offering suggestions and generating ideas that the human 
artist can then refine and incorporate into their work. 

Ultimately, the level of human interaction needed to consider a piece of music “original and 
human-made” is subjective. Some may argue that any use of AI or pre-existing samples 
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diminishes the human element, while others view these tools as valuable aids in the creative 
process. As AI becomes more sophisticated, it’s likely that the lines between human and machine-
generated music will continue to blur, prompting ongoing discussions about creativity and 
authorship in the digital age. 

The Role of AI in Music 
My initial trepidation about AI stemmed from a concern that it might overshadow the 
irreplaceable human touch that gives music its soul. However, as I integrated AI tools into my 
workflow, I discovered their potential to amplify creativity. AI algorithms can analyze extensive 
data to offer chord progressions or harmonies that might not occur to even the most seasoned 
composers. ese tools do not supplant the artist; rather, they serve as new instruments that, 
when mastered, can unveil previously unimaginable musical possibilities. 

AI can also play a role in the more technical aspects of music production, such as mixing and 
mastering. By analyzing vast amounts of data from successful recordings, AI can suggest optimal 
EQ settings, compression levels, and other parameters to help engineers achieve professional-
sounding results. is can be valuable for independent artists who may not have access to high-
end studios or experienced engineers. 

In the realm of live performances, AI can create responsive visuals that react to the music in real-
time, enhancing the overall audience experience. AI-powered tools can also assist with tasks like 
setlist generation, suggesting songs based on factors like crowd engagement, venue acoustics, and 
artist preferences. 

However, it’s essential to recognize that AI is not a replacement for human creativity, but a tool to 
augment it. Just as a painter uses brushes, and a sculptor uses chisels, musicians can use AI as an 
instrument to bring their creative visions to life. e key is to find a balance, leveraging AI’s 
capabilities without losing the human element that makes music emotionally resonant. 

As AI continues to advance, it’s plausible that it could one day create music indistinguishable 
from human-made compositions. However, even in this scenario, human creativity will still have 
a vital role to play. AI can generate an infinite number of musical possibilities, but it takes a 
human artist to curate, refine, and imbue these creations with meaning and purpose. e 
collaboration between human and machine has the potential to push the boundaries of musical 
expression, leading to new genres, styles, and forms that we can only begin to imagine. 
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The Potential for AI-Guided Music Creation 
While AI’s current capabilities may be likened to advanced plagiarism, it’s essential to recognize 
the technology’s potential for growth. By training AI with human guidance—having it create 
pieces and then using human feedback to determine what resonates with listeners—we can help 
AI understand the intricacies of human musical preferences. is approach goes beyond feeding 
the AI a corpus of existing songs; it allows the AI to grasp the fundamental elements that make 
music appealing to humans, enabling it to generate original compositions without directly 
copying its training data. 

As this technology develops, it raises intriguing questions about the future of music. Here are my 
answers. What are your thoughts?: 

1. Do you see a threat in AI-generated music?  

   While the potential for AI to flood the market with generic, low-quality tracks is a valid 
concern, I believe human creativity will continue to thrive. AI is likely to become another tool in 
the musician’s toolkit, enhancing rather than replacing human artistry. Just as synthesizers and 
digital audio workstations did not eliminate the need for human musicians, AI will probably 
coexist with and complement human creativity for a long time. 

2. Can you envision workflows that incorporate AI into the music creation process? 

   Absolutely. AI could be integrated into various stages of the creative process, from generating 
unique sound samples and suggesting chord progressions to creating entire sections of a song that 
human artists can refine and build upon. Collaboration between AI and human musicians has the 
potential to birth groundbreaking, genre-defying works that push the boundaries of musical 
expression. 

3. Will there come a time when AI can output original music and create new genres with little to 
no human input? 

   As AI continues to advance, it’s plausible that it could eventually create original music and even 
pioneer new genres without significant human involvement. However, this does not necessarily 
signal the end of human musical creativity. Instead, it could open new realms of exploration, with 
humans and AI working together to create music that neither could produce alone. 

 

https://jongriffinmusic.com/


4 

The Symphony of Progress: AI as an Instrument of Musical 
Innovation 
 

© 2024 Jon Griffin  
https://jongriffinmusic.com/ 

Challenges and Concerns 
Despite the advantages, significant concerns remain. e potential for dehumanization is real; 
there is a palpable fear that AI could make music feel manufactured and soulless. Economically, 
the rise of AI also challenges existing business models and job security within the industry. Such 
issues necessitate careful consideration and proactive dialogue within the community to ensure 
that AI’s integration into music prioritizes augmentation over replacement. 

One of the primary challenges is the potential for AI to perpetuate biases present in its training 
data. If an AI system is trained on a dataset that lacks diversity or contains inherent biases, it may 
generate music that reinforces these biases. is could lead to a homogenization of musical styles 
and a lack of representation for underrepresented groups. To mitigate this risk, it’s crucial that AI 
systems are trained on diverse datasets and that there is ongoing monitoring and adjustment to 
ensure fairness and inclusivity. 

Another concern is the potential for AI to be used to generate deep fakes or misleading content. 
Just as AI can be trained to create original music, it can also mimic the style and voice of existing 
artists. is raises ethical questions about consent, intellectual property, and the potential for 
misuse. As AI becomes more sophisticated, it will be essential to develop robust legal frameworks 
and ethical guidelines to address these challenges. 

ere are also questions about the long-term impact of AI on the music industry’s economic 
model. If AI can generate music at a faster pace and lower cost than human artists, it could lead to 
a devaluation of music and a reduction in opportunities for aspiring musicians. However, it’s 
important to note that similar concerns have been raised with previous technological 
advancements, such as the rise of digital music distribution, and the industry has adapted and 
evolved in response. 

To address these challenges, it will be essential for the music community to engage in ongoing 
dialogue and collaboration. is includes bringing together artists, technologists, legal experts, 
and ethicists to develop best practices and guidelines for the responsible use of AI in music. It also 
means fostering a culture of transparency and accountability, ensuring that the development and 
deployment of AI systems are subject to rigorous oversight and public scrutiny. 

Ultimately, the goal should be to harness the potential of AI while mitigating its risks and 
ensuring that it benefits the entire music ecosystem. By proactively addressing these challenges 
and concerns, we can work towards a future where AI and human creativity coexist in harmony, 
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pushing the boundaries of what’s possible in music while preserving the essential human element 
that makes it so powerful. 

The Case for Optimism 
My journey from AI skeptic to supporter has shown me the vast potential AI holds for the music 
industry. By democratizing music creation, AI empowers independent artists with tools 
previously accessible only to those with significant resources, fostering a more diverse and 
inclusive musical landscape. Collaborations between AI and human artists push the boundaries of 
traditional genres, paving the way for new forms of expression. 

AI sparks creativity and experimentation, helping artists overcome creative blocks and explore 
uncharted territories. It makes music creation more accessible and inclusive, allowing individuals 
without traditional music education to create and share their own music, enriching the cultural 
landscape. 

Beyond creation, AI can enhance music education by providing personalized feedback and 
guidance and elevate live performances with intelligent systems that respond to music in real-
time. AI-generated music also has exciting applications in healthcare and therapy, potentially 
offering new avenues for music-based interventions. 

As we navigate this new frontier, it’s crucial to approach AI with an open mind and willingness to 
experiment. By embracing AI as a collaborator, we can unlock new possibilities for musical 
expression and create innovative, diverse, and emotionally resonant music. Integrating AI into 
music is about augmenting human creativity, not replacing it, and by working together, humans 
and machines can usher in a new era of artistic expression. 

Counterpoints: Potential Pitfalls 
However, there are potential downsides to this technological integration. ere is a risk that AI 
could flood the market with a deluge of generic, uninspired tracks, undermining the value of 
unique artistic expression. Intellectual property issues also emerge as a significant concern, 
particularly regarding the ownership of AI-generated music. ese challenges underscore the 
need for a balanced approach to AI, recognizing its potential to both enhance and complicate the 
musical landscape. 

Another potential pitfall is the risk of AI perpetuating or even amplifying existing biases within 
the music industry. If AI systems are trained on datasets that primarily feature music from certain 
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genres, cultures, or demographics, they may inadvertently produce music that lacks diversity or 
fails to represent the full spectrum of human creativity. is could lead to a homogenization of 
musical output, stifling innovation, and marginalizing underrepresented voices. To mitigate this 
risk, it is crucial that AI systems are developed with a strong commitment to inclusivity and are 
trained on diverse, representative datasets. 

e rise of AI in music also raises questions about the changing nature of artistry and the role of 
human musicians in the creative process. Some may argue that the use of AI diminishes the 
authenticity or emotional depth of music, as it relies on algorithms rather than human intuition 
and lived experience. ere is also a concern that AI could lead to job displacement within the 
music industry, as tasks previously performed by human musicians, producers, and sound 
engineers might be automated. While it is important to acknowledge these concerns, it is equally 
important to recognize that AI is ultimately a tool, and its impact will depend on how it is used 
and integrated into the creative process. And, remember, the introduction of the automobile 
elicited scoffs and doomsday predictions from the horse and buggy industry, a common reaction 
to disruptive technologies that challenge the status quo. 

As the music industry navigates this new landscape, it will be essential to engage in ongoing 
dialogue and reflection to address these potential pitfalls. is may involve developing ethical 
frameworks for the use of AI in music, establishing guidelines for crediting and compensating 
human artists who collaborate with AI systems, and actively promoting diversity and inclusivity 
in the development and deployment of AI technologies. By proactively addressing these 
challenges, the music community can work to ensure that integrating AI into music is a positive 
force for creativity, innovation, and social progress. 

The Enduring Role of Human Creativity 
Despite the exciting possibilities of AI-generated music, it’s crucial to remember that music is a 
human art form. It reflects our emotions, experiences, and cultural contexts. While AI can 
analyze patterns and generate novel combinations, it lacks the lived experience and emotional 
depth that human musicians bring to their cra. 

Music is not just about the end product, but also the creative process itself. e journey of 
writing, composing, and performing music is a deeply personal and rewarding experience for 
many musicians. AI may change the way we create music, but it’s unlikely to diminish the 
inherent value and satisfaction that comes from human musical expression. 
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Human Resilience and Adaptation  
History shows us that music adapts and evolves with technology. New roles, such as sound 
engineers and digital music analysts, emerged with the advent of multitrack recording and 
streaming. Similarly, the rise of AI is likely to create new niches, including AI music trainers and 
ethicists. 

As AI becomes more integrated into the music industry, we can expect to see new jobs that bridge 
the gap between human creativity and artificial intelligence. AI music curators may become 
essential for identifying the most promising AI-generated content, while AI music strategists may 
help artists navigate the complex landscape of AI-powered tools and platforms. 

In addition, the rise of AI may lead to a greater emphasis on uniquely human skills, such as 
emotional intelligence, creativity, and the ability to connect with audiences on a personal level. 
Human artists who can bring a unique perspective, tell compelling stories, and create emotionally 
resonant music will continue to be in high demand. 

e key to thriving in the age of AI will be adaptability and a willingness to embrace change. Just 
as musicians have adapted to previous technological shis, they will need to be open to new ways 
of creating and sharing their art, which may require learning new skills and collaborating with AI 
systems. 

Embracing the Future 
Looking forward, AI has the potential to redefine the boundaries of what we consider possible in 
music. From composing symphonies to generating unique soundscapes for films and video 
games, AI is already proving to be an invaluable ally to musicians. e key lies in finding the right 
balance—using AI to enhance human creativity without diminishing the human element that 
makes music so profoundly moving. 

As we stand on the precipice of a new era in music, it’s clear that AI will play an increasingly 
significant role. However, rather than viewing AI as a threat to human musicians, we should 
embrace it as a collaborator and catalyst for innovation. By harnessing the power of AI and 
combining it with human creativity, we can explore uncharted sonic territories and create music 
that transcends our current imagination. 
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Conclusion 
roughout history, music has not only adapted to, but also prospered from technological 
revolutions, each purportedly destined to be its downfall. As I learned to harness AI as a tool 
rather than view it as a threat, I realized that the music industry could similarly leverage this 
technology to foster not the end, but a new beginning of musical innovation. AI in music is not a 
final act; it is a new movement in the ongoing symphony of technological progress, adding depth 
and complexity to our beloved art form. In this journey, AI is merely the latest instrument, 
enriching our capabilities to create and experience music in ways we once dared only imagine. 

Integrating AI into the music industry is not a harbinger of the end times, but a new chapter in 
the ongoing story of musical evolution. As we navigate this exciting frontier, let us approach it 
with openness, curiosity, and a steadfast belief in the enduring power of human creativity. 
 
AI is here to stay. What we do with it is the million-dollar question. 
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