
PREFACE

TO THE FIRST EDITION

state, thatin thisofIt has been a complaint,long subject
ofour courtsofno of the decisions judica-we had reports

of casesauthenticofture. The reportsimportance having
Court, theJudicialand determined in the Supremeargued

asare considereddecisionscourt in the state whoseonly
haveallbe obvious to whoauthorities, preten-must any

From considerationsinformation on thesions to subject.
an actkind, is theof this it passedbylegislature,presumed,

toExecutiveauthorized the(a)since,timesome Supreme
decisions,thosebe a oftosome reporterappoint person

Insamebe to theit should annually.whose publishduty
Executive, thein theof vestedthisconsequence authority,

honor of thethe had theauthor of ap-following pages
pointment.

sat-diffidence in hisno small ofIt was with abilitydegree
office, he adven-of the thatthe dutiesto performisfactorily

at no timethe trust.totured practisedaccept Having
of notdecisions;theirminutes acquaintedbeingtaking

ofthe use of theshort-hand, which takingwith practiceby
situation,and, from his local;is facilitatednotes greatly

conversant a class of casesnever been with great(ofhaving
of theto the commercial community)partimportance

court, feltbefore the hecomewouldwhich necessarily
had it not been for theto the task: andhimself inadequate

(a) March 8,1804


