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Skl Font Designers' Guidelines | bghall ;aan0 ilal)]

Saudi Central Bank

General Principles doleJ| ¢saluall

The following guidelines will outline basic principles that will  JUyljoj @u@'aégjgiliwuﬂlfgawliUWIulaL&Jyl 33,2
guide the adaptation of the Saudi riyal symbol to variations ouogi S| s woagig.auclibll bghall aroni (6 cqiill 2o (s3g2ull
in typeface design. The attempt here is to clarify the extent to  Sjdpall clidl oliuiy ($3JI pponill bgball (;oop0 Jya=i diilso] (sa0
which type designers can make modifications to the design @) &d1bg dpjeg joyll gjg J1aei groanall gia) Haw (s3geu
adopted by the Saudi Central Bank. In principle, designers can  -=4ig dpwlndl dapdl Gle Bloall wioy el 20 wL@JJ' Ulbllea
modify the weight of the symbol, its width, and the way terminal ol5) 1l 2o Cuwlio Jhu 539&“”' Jupl joj @slgls gl inyg asla.

treatments are drawn. However, the basic structure and internal sl cillasll jgo) 20 aauui glg .dsisillllg dupell ognill go dﬁ 0
ball 6 &0a3iuall

proportions must be maintained. The Saudi riyal symbol must
work well with numerals in both Arabic and Latin scripts and
should harmonise with other currency symbols that are found
In the font.
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Construction

While a certain level of variation is allowed, the Saudi riyal

symbol must maintain the following aspects of its proportion

and construction, or attempt as much as possible to balance

them:

e The Lam is taller than the Alef.

e The right and left parts of the Raa” when bisected by the
ascenders are equal.

e There must be an equal gap between the slanted strokes of
the Raa), Yaa’, and Yaa' dots.

e The dots of the Yaa” must fall below the baseline.

e The Lam sits (approximately) on the baseline.

 The space between Alef and Lam is smaller than the outside
space. This can be seen on the bisected Raa’ that crossed the
Alef and Lam. The segments on the outside must be longer
than the segment in the middle.

Construction | <Ll

cLiyl

clidlg duudll Cuo o dbobuall vy «sageull Jull joj ouani aic

il o e login ojloill Guoai 20

wallll Loy claijl o ,_JJ.C olll Lo claijl »

el lospbul aic puudllg ool eyl cjo (sqluwdy e

clulg clp ) dblall bgb Al ju dugluwio asl o s (jg4l QT LioJ ®
Wl blb_ig

bl &l ghuw Jowl el blai aiai of wioy s

bl 4al pbu Gle oIl j45)7 e

0 s lalug cLDJb.II a6 Luwall u.O}S)_Dl olllg a1l u doluall «

o yBl cljppl yg4ad UI Loy duo olllg wallll 20 debléiall cly

buwgdl ¢jall o Jaobl
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Lam is taller than Alef calill go Jgbl o1l

P31 sglell cjall

Top part is larger

Middle space is smaller p';_DT bwgll dobuall

Equal width qluio (py=ll

Equal gap gLusio ¢lyall

Dots of Yaa' fall below the baseline (g.ulm_ﬂl alidll by Jé N &l 2iai el blaj




9
sshlsestiin) (o

SAMA ﬁfi
Saudi Central Bank

dudqo=l| 6l5ball
Vertical Alignment



9,
W@_‘;alw‘ A
il
Saudi Central Bank

Vertical Alignment

In order to maintain a balanced proportion and for the Saudi

riyal symbol not to appear too small, too big, or too busy, care

must be taken in order to harmonise its size with numerals in

both Latin and Arabic:

e The top of the Lam should align with the top of Latin numerals.

e The bottom of the Lam sits on the baseline.

e In case the Arabic numerals sit on a baseline that is shifted
upwards, then one can align the Alef with the top of the Latin
numerals.

Designers might come across instances that require a somewhat
different alignment and that can be accepted as long as the main
principles are maintained: the Saudi riyal symbol harmonises with
other currency symbols and works with both sets of numerals.

Vertical alignment | daiagao=ll 613l

dsxgo=ll 6l5lball

ol oo ojggh wiinilg «sageull Jul joy @25 gjlgi le blaall

il o J5 0 ols)1ll 20 daan (Gulii élelpo wias [Looajo gl s

.(PJ_}S)Jlgc(P.L}:JJJJ'

30 sglell cj all g0 Ujlgio 1Ll 4o soLell ciall ooy of Luays
.awiug 1| ch'SJjJI

D_'.uluJ_IJI auliall b Sle 1j45)10 pJJJI 00 louldl ejall yg4y UI LioJ °

A0 (J.LULu.I.l.” alidll tbuu ge d=0ijo dupell olo)dl cuils Jb >0 °
il ols) Ul g0 (sglell cjall 2o wallll 8l3low

l3@q o legi dalido 6ls3bo wlbii Wlb ygoonall wWoilny 16
Jupl joy eauiy gl :apuiyl gsalall Gle Blasll ai lllb Jguéo jol
o611 ;o (icgoaoll 15 20 Josig (SijIQJlO&lleDJ?_O(§Jg&LUJI
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Saudi Cesﬁd’? ral Bank

€6 £7 SP HV %9

il o8yl go sglell cjall (s3laig (suwbudll &N b Gle o1l j4i)

The Lam sits on the baseline and the Lam aligns with the top of Latin numerals.

€6 £7 SY JEV X9

Al ols) Ul o (sglell cjall g0 Lallll 6l5lbo 8.0l .LP.LULUJ_T“ aulis)l jbuw e asdijo dupell pléydl ciils Jb 50

When Arabic numerals are shifted up from the baseline, we shift SR up so the Alef aligns with the
Latin numerals.

’
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Spacing 2.c Ll

The Saudi riyal symbol has multiple strokes that make up the Llao ."JLy)" dals J4ud 632210 bg b g0 s3g2ull Jul joj g4
word riyal and this means that it will need ample white space bgball ;6 .0bajul Linil algs dewlg clbw dobuwo i 6)gp0 (Sisy
around it in order to not look too crowded. In a typically spaced ke glyall doluo gg4i gl Joas wsalell gjgll (09 alic Ul acliill (53
font in a regular weight, the right side-bearing should be at least  0ljgl 56 .J8Ul e olllg Lol Ul gu dobuwall Laen 1.5 goy Il Liilall
1.5x the gap between the Alef and the Lam. In lighter weights ~P9allaen 1.5 go Jol glyoll adluo 9516 asluall 2w w.LYi]
the gap becomes larger so the side-bearing will be less than the a{JbI bgbjfl dllb 6 .Jailll gliglll 6 buao 01*52“ U9 L°-'~” =
recommended 1.5x while in the heavier weights the opposite is 0! = «0dlel ango ga lo 20 @olgii U il ol Ll gl acliill

true. In the case of monospaced fonts or other cases that don't B e s e e e il 2.5 . 4ol joyl acly ?'U"
.9Jg4l ol ipibw Ul ayinll g

match what is outlined above, the spacing of the symbol needs

to follow the logic used for the other currency symbols like the
the dollar, the pound, or the euro.

11
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Spacing | acldll

€818 %/ #38

1.5 Jodl Ll dygluo goudll glyall asluwo (945 «Haiiall lillg dunagaill ciloluall 3 alell ball (.6
walillg ol g gliall Lolenl

In a typically spaced regular font with low contrast, the right side-bearing of SR is at least equal to
the 1.5x gap between Alef and Lam.
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Weight |

The Saudi riyal symbol can be adjusted to match the weight of bloall 20 ball yjg 20 cwliid sog2uldl JUl joy B =i 50y
the typeface while maintaining its legibility. The strokes must (9 lbg b5gq lgog g (Je bg b all bolai (JT LiaJ .dogBg Sle
maintain their visibility and distinctness at small sizes. Spnll ool
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s
P}
i
d=ng

-

ball ¢liowull Gjgli
UltraBlack Typeface Weight

g

bsll ,.___,.l.nill gjodl
Default Typeface Weight

/

bsll a16l gjoll
Hairline Typeface Weight

Weight | gjdll
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Q
P}
P[]
d=dg

€8£8 %/ #8

bill ,.___,.l.njll gjodl
Default Typeface Weight

€8£8 %/ #8

ljg wasl - Ja=all gjgll
Adjusted Weight - Lighter

Weight | gjdll
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Contrast

The Saudi riyal symbol can be adjusted to match the contrast
level of the typeface. The thin parts are the verticals, and the
thick parts are the slanted ones, as is typical in Arabic. Extreme
contrast that creates a word shape that no longer feels Arabic
Is discouraged.

Contrast | ubil

gjivi]

clip Il . ball gl (sqiuwo go wuwliid (sageuwll Juyl joy Jiaei gy
a86ill bghall & @4l cljpdllg .éuagosell bghall (» dsyus)yl
sl byaall il wiialy and .aupell asll .6 slizo ga Las .alilall

el gilbll gudei 1l dols Jaub jagb Gl $28
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Q
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d=dg

X
20 ball clioudl gjgll bill buugioll gjoll bsll a1l §jgll
i ool i ool 20
UltraBlack Typeface Medium Typeface Hairline Typeface
Weight with Max Weight with Max Weight
Contrast Contrast

(awyell @2l 2o Luwliii U daald J4ui Gl el osl $28s 25 . Jlall 132 (,0)

(In this example, maximum contrast may result in a word shape that does not feel Arabic)

Contrast | Ll
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[ - -

S

ol 229y 1 buugio jaLi ol sl
No Contrast Medium Contrast Max Contrast

(awyell @2l 2o Luwlii U daold J4ui Gl el o6l $28s 26 . Jlall 132 (,0)

(In this example, maximum contrast may result in a word shape that does not feel Arabic)

Contrast | Ll
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Q
P} |
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gl o)

Gradation of Contrast

=
H

Contrast | Ll



Skl
" 2 g~ ' v A L'

Saudi Cesﬁd’?ral Bank

22

Q
P}
P[]
d=dg

€8 £8 $7 #8

€8 £8 $7 £8

Ul 6 wuwliell 9yaill

Correct Gradation of Contrast

Contrast | Ll
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Q
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d=)g

€8 £8 $7 %8

€8 £8S57 #

Ul 6 wuwliell 9yaill

Correct Gradation of Contrast

Contrast | Ll
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Width Pl

The width of the Saudi riyal symbol can be compressed and .ball bai 20 wwliild Sag2uldl Judl joj P 2104gT gT b 500
expanded to match the typeface style, but up to a certain point,as  wllall ;6 .@oasoll dioll ;6 apgo ga oS (oo 30 Sl gilg
shown in the examples provided. The extreme cases create word  -lgolasiuwly anij U ¢llalg .aupe gawi U wilald JWubl aiii . sgnséll
shapes that no longer feel Arabic and are therefore discouraged.
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p)=ll gjai
Gradation of Width

Width | o=l
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Styles blaill

The Saudi riyal symbol must maintain its construction in terms  doléilwll Jus o diuu e Sag=udl Jul joy bolay (JT L1 2J
of what is a straight line and what is a corner. However, the boai vwlii) wogyall wolg o Jiaei g4ou 2lld 20 .Lilgjll 5g-0gq

edges of the strokes can be modified to better suit the style of Jpsl Jsuiu boall
the typeface.
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(X,
digy) il clis

Softer Construction

g

oo blgj

Rounded Corners

r

62 wlgo

Sharp Edges

Styles | blailll
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Effects

The Saudi riyal symbol can be adapted to match the effect of
the typeface, for example, if the design is in outline form or has
a textured effect, or it can be written by a brush or another tool
as long as the construction, proportion, and logic of how Arabic
letters are written are maintained.

Special Effects | aolall wlpgall

dp ]l wlpgall

e ball apbll wlpgoll 2o wuwliiy (sageull Juyl joj Jua=i g4y
92w gl gdas gl .gualo dl yl8 gl cglao pe hall gls 151 Jliall Juw
e Blanll bpiu cuwlio dlb 13aq sl 81ob gl 8Lies Ligido dilbq

Lguli5 §biog lguig dupell Logyall dui
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bgball anlall uljigoll
Special Effects of Typeface

Special Effects | aolall wipgall
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